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HISTORY OF YARMAK. 


PART III. 
CHAPTER, 


EFORE \ — morning Yarmak 
and his companions had travel- | 
led without baiting more than three- 
ſcore verſts, leaving as little veſtige 
as poſſible of their track behind them. 
After a ſhort” refreſhment, they re- 
newed their march, nor halted till 
they had reached the banks of the 
Kama. That river they reſolved to 
aſcend towards its ſource, but as the 
woods on each ſide were difficult to 
paſs, they fortunately diſcovered and 
' VOL, 11. B ſeized 
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ſeized ſeveral large barques, which 
had been employed to carry forage 
and proviſion for the uſe of the Czar's 
army. They ſecured the boatmen 
to aſſiſt in the navigation, and turn- 
ing the veſſels heads to che ſtream, 
embarked their Horſes and baggage, 

and by the moſt vigorous efforts of 
their oars, as well as fails, quickly 
advanced beyond the common track 
of Ruſſians. Bat they continued their 
labours, till after paſſing a dreary 
waſte of then uninhabited country, 
they reached a ſcattered village of 
Tonguſes, the remateſt which pro: 
| feſled obedience; to Ruſſia. 
Ihe inhabitants were Pagans, and 
had ſcarcely ever ſeen more than a 
ſcattering traveller before. They re- 
ceived their, viſitants therefore with 
evident marks of ſuſpic ion and affright. 

Varmak, though a ſtranger to their 
language endea vouredb yeverytriend: 
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Iy ſign to quiet their fears, and having 
made them a variety of preſents, and 
conciliated their friendſhip, the Ban- 
ditti drew their barks to the ſhore, 
and having ſecured them for future 
uſe, they erected huts for themſelves 
to ſpend the winter*there, Which in 
theſe northern- regions began to ad- 
vance with its uſual ſeverity. 
The hoſpitable Tonguſes pleaſed 
with the mild and friendly behayitſur 
of their gueſts, and won by the rich 
trinkets, which they had diſtributed 
among them, aſſiſted them in their 
labours, gave them a ſhare of their 
proviſions, and dire&ed them how to 
fiſh and hunt for their winter ſupply: 
ſo that, though they could not but 
remember with regret their loſt re- 
treat, their eſcape from deſtruction, 
and the conſciouſneſs of their preſent 
ſafety, reconciled them to the ſeve 
rities of their new abode, and made 
B 2 them 
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them paſs that dreary winter, if not 


With their uſual comfort, yet without 
murmuring. 5 
The ſpring or rather ſummer was 
now advancing, for in theſe northern 
latitudes, the change between the in- 
tenſe rigours of the froſt, and the 
ſcorchings of the ſun is aſtoniſhing- 
1y ſudden. Spring can hardly be 
| 8 0 ſtep between winter and ſum- 
The flowers ſeem to have only 
| eg the diſſolving ſnow to | burſt 
into beauty, and the little hardy grain 
which they ſow, darts almoſt viſibly 
from the earth into ear. | 
Some reſolution muſt now be taken 
what to do. To abide there, every 


heart felt reluctant, and their hoſts 


began to teſtify ſome jealouſy at their 
lengthened ſtay to return into the 
more inhabited Ruſſian territories, 
and ſeek a freſh eſtabliſhment, muſt 
be attended with imminent danger. 
r E —Yet' 
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et this had been attempted as the 
preferable alternative, had not Yar- 
mak, during the winter, acquiring 
a little of their language, picked up 
information from a Tonguſe, who re- 
ported it on the teſtimony of his fa- 
ther long fince dead, that a fine and 
inhabited country lay beyond the hills, 
ſtretching far to the fouth. Theſe 
unknown regions he wiſhed firſt to 
explore before they determined on 
their future progreſs. l 
He acquainted his companions with 
his deſire, and having communicated 
to them his intelligence, and fairly 


laid before them the difficulties of 


the attempt, they unanimoyſly vowed 
they would follow him to the ends of 
the earth, as to him alone they owed. 
their lives and ſafety, and confident- 
I committed themſelves to his g- 
vernment and guidance. The boat- 
moſs charmed with his addreſs, and 

| B 3. awed 
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awed by the majeſty of his manners, 
deſired they might be admitted as aſ- 
ſiſtants in the enterpriſe, and tender- 


end him their oaths of inviolable fide- 


lity. He gladly accepted their offer, 
and now reinforced by thoſe, whom 
before they were obliged to. watch 


with jealouſy, they began to make 
| Preparations for their march. c 


CHAPTER I. 


Tux EXPEDITION, 


N the fourteenth of June, ar- 
mak myſtered their forces, 
which amounted now to fixty-four - 


men. They engaged ten of the 


T onguſes who. were expert hunters 
to accompany them, and to profit by 
their knowledge of the country be- 
yend the Kama, as far as their hunt- 
ing 
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ing ground extended. They all crof- 
fed the river in high ſpirits, and hav- 
ing drawn their barks. on ſhore, be- 

gan their march to explore the un- 
known regions before them. | 
They had encumbered. themſelves 
with as little baggage as poſſible. What 
remained in their huts, they entruſt- 
ed to the care of their friends the 
Tonguſes. Their fire arms and am 
munition were «their chief concern; 
and: as their ſtore of powder was not 
great, the ſtricteſt orders were iſſued 
that a grain ſhould! not be waſted. 
They depended on the woods to fur- 
niſh them with ſubſiſtence, and doubt- 
ed not but the boys and arrows. of | 
the Tonguſes, and their own lances,, , 
would abundantly ſupply the camp. 
As they were entering a'pathleſs wik 
demels; where perhaps before human 
footſteps had never trod, the lumina- 
ries of heaven were their only guide: 
3 8 
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| for the Tonguſes after the two firf 
days journey, were paſt their hunt- 
ing country, and knew nothing be- 
yond i it. Their courſe was directed 
to the ſouth. eaſt, and as the woods 
were open, except where encumber- 
ed by fallen trees, their obſtacles 
were not many; till, on the ſixth 
dap, they came in ſight of diſtant 
| mountains, ſince called the mountains 
of Verkaturia; whenthe country grew 
moraſſy, and the horſes advanced 
| with greater difficulty. The heat | 
alſo began to be intenſe,” and the 
ſwarms of moſkitoes tormented them 
1 night a bi mad din 
I Hitberto not a murmur had been 
* Doty Their | proviſion had been 
| ſufficiently plentiful, and the encou- 
ragements of Yarmak animated them 
to preſs forward. But now a greater 
ſcarcity of game, and greater diffi- 
e in ie it, reduced them to 
+ * 0 a more 
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a more ſcanty allowance, Not the 
veſtige of a human being appeared on 
the tenth day, and as they approach- 
ed the mountains, which croſſed their 
line of march, ſtretching from the north 
eaſt to the ſouth weſt ; they ſeemed 
to lift their towering heads to the 
ſkies, on the tops of many of which 
the ſnow glittered like ſilver, in the 
height of ſummer, preſenting to ap- 
pearance, an inſurmountable barrier 
to their future progreſs. 

The Tonguſes terrified with the 
proſpect before them, took the op- 
portunity of the night to deſert, and 
returned to their tents beyond the 
Kama. In the morning they found 
their hunters fled, and their ſubſiſt. 
ence thereby rendered more precari- 
ous. 

Diſcontent, the uſual conſequence: 
of diſappointment, began to appear 
alſo among the troop. And though, 

| B 5 * 
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as they aſcended. the higher ground 
their difficulties of march rather leſ- 
ſened, the ſoil was firmer, and they 
were leſs peſtered with the Moſki- 
toes, yet their proſpects grew dark- 
er, the farther they advanced; and 
ſome of the troop began to ſuggeſt, 
that they might ſo iatangle them- 
ſelxes in theſe mountains, as to pre- 
clude their return, and periſh with: 
cold and famine. 
Their fears reached the ears of 
'Yarmak; whoſe perſeverance was: | 
equal to his intrepidity. He endea- 
voured to appeaſe them by every - 
encouragement he could ſuggeſt, con- 
cluding, that he was very ſure they 
 coule always ſecure their retreat, Pa. ; 
that great enterpriſes were never exe- 
cuted but through great difficulties. 
He profeſſed himſelf as anxious for 
their ſafety as his own, and appealed. 
to them, if any man of the troop. 
ſuſtained, 
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| ſuſtained more toil and hardſhip than. 
himſelf, 

As he was always heard with re- 
verence, his exhortations - ſuppreſſed 
the riſing murmurs, and they con- 
tinued to aſcend theſe formidable 
mountains. 

During three days, ey traverſed 
from one eminence gained, to a 
higher that opened before them; and 
the cold, though the ſun was ſo ele- 
vated, that there was ſcarce | any 
night began to grow. intenſe, whilſt 
the mountains, no longer covered 
with trees, left them almoſt. deſtitute, 
both of food and fewel:. | 

The univerfal voicenowcondemned: 
the enterpriſe as raſh and ilEjudged; 
they. conſidered it as madneſs to con- 
tinue advancing, and having taken 
their reſolution in the night, they in 
a body waited on Yarmak, in the 
morning, entreating him to haſten 


back, 
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back, whilſt yet there was hope, and 
declared their determination fixed, 
not to advance one Rep farther, 
where nothing but famine, cold, and 
death, ſtared them in the face. 
Even Yarmak's reſolution was ſtag- 
gered. He acknowledged the rea- 
ſonableneſs of what his companions 
urged, yet felt an inward ſhame to 
return fruitleſs, and a ſecret reluc- 
tance to abandon the enterpriſe. 
« My brave and faithful com- 
« rades,” ſaid Yarmak, © far be it 
« from me to aſſume an air of ſupe- 
« riority or command, I regard 
you as my equals,—as my bre- 
4 thren,—your will ſhall ever find 
„ my cordial obedience I confeſs 
the force of your reaſoning, and 
ſhall not heſitate to comply with 
« your requeſt. Yet, I muſt own, 
« ] quit the enterpriſe with a ſecret 
« reluctance. Who can tell how 
: « near 
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&« near we are to the object of our 
ce wiſhes, at the moment we are a- 
« bout to abandon the undertaking ? 
« See yonder | glittering mountain, 
4 perhaps the higheſt ridge of this 
vaſt chain. As we have croſſed 
their courſe, it is hardly probable 
« their width fhould extend much 
+ farther, confidering the ſpace we 
« have traverſed. - Will you indulge 
* my folly, if ſuch it be, and forgive 
« my fault, if I intreat but one day 
« more, and try if yonder riſing 
fummit will not open to us a more 
« pleafing proſpect, than thoſe we 
“ have already paſt 2” 5 
They loved, reſpected, feared the 
noble Coſſack. The boatmen, Who 
had before been mutinous as any, 
charmed with his addreſs, condeſcen- 
ſion, and gentleneſs, ſuch is the faſci- 
nating power of language, look, and 
manner, cried out: lead on Cap- 
K tain 
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« tin to the mountain's top, we'll 
4 follow.“ The Banditti mounted, 
and every man hoping this day would 
terminate their purſuit, they ſcram- 
N up the aſcent. 
But now the naked and ragged 
| e med the horſes to advance 
with difficulty farther: The ſummit 
was not very diſtant ;—in three hours 
they might reach it. They halted 
and refreſhed themſelves with their 
proviſion, not yet exhauſted; and 
diſmounting, half waited with the 
horſes, whilſt the ret with Yarmak: 
at their head, began to climb the _ 
cipitious height. 
The ſnow lay unmelted in the 
hollows, and the crumbling rock af- 
forded an uncertain and dangerous 
footing; but the reſolution being 
Formed, courage and perſeverance 
ſurmounted every obſtacle. After 


nx at intervals to draw breath, 
and 
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and preſſing forward with redoubled 
vigour, they entered from a hollow 
way on the mountains edge, a ** 
of no great extent. 

Varmak led the troop, advanced 
fome ſteps. before them; and ho-w 
great was his tranſport, to- behold,. 
though diſtant, a vaſt extended ſcene. 
of hill and valley, where a mighty: 
river rolled its waters, and the aſ- 
cending ſmoke from different places 
ſhewed them once more the regions 
of. the living. 

Each eagerly: congratulated the 
other on the unexpected diſcovery;, 
and gazed around them with exulta- 
tion,—not doubting. but here they 
ſhould find the n of woke 
toils. 

When they had ſurveyed the coun- 
try as far as the eye could reach, and 
_ admired its beauty, heightened by 


the beams of the deſcending ſun, 
they 
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they haſtened down to their compa- 
nions with the unexpected, but tranf- 
porting tidings, that a new en 
opened before them. _ 

Though the cold of the night: was 
fevere, the agitation of their ſpirits 
ferved to quicken the circulation of 
their blood. They ſpread, what re- 
mained of their proviſion, on the 
ground; and having taken the beſt 
euare they could of themſelves and 
horſes, under the cover of a mighty 
rock, which ſpread over them its 
hoſpitable ſhade, they wrapped them 
felves up in their fur cloaks, and 
waited inipatiently for the return of 
wy 
The nights in that latitude, and at 
that ſeaſon of the year, are very 
mort. The glimmering light of the 
morning ſpread- upon the mountains 
foon appeared. They roſe and be- 
gan their march; but as the aſcent 
| "a 
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was 'pretipitious;' they diſmounted 
and led theirthorfes, fearchingowhere 
the rock opened the eaſieſt aſcent, 
till they had its the plain on the 
ſommit o flomms over fearrenbyof 
The ſun was how inniob6werittihs; a 
the daycbright without a cloud, — 
every eye gazed with wonder and 
delight, on a ſcene beautiful in itſelf, 
and to thoſe, Who had juſt emerged 
from dreary mountains and dark mo 
raſſes, tranſcendently is as' the = 
des of Eden. 2 
They eagerly haſted ch the 
Prong and as the declivity towards 
the eaſt was more gentie, and the 
woods on that fide reached almolt 
the mountain's top, they deſcended 
with all expedition n the mw 
Ja in their vie p. 
They halted that evening in uren 
pen grove where game in plenty 
roamed, and offered them a luxurious 
(Meno 141 repaſt 
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repaſt after the diſtreſſes they had 
endured ; they fat down on the 
ground, and having kindled a fire 


and dreſſed their proviſion, eat their 


joyous meal, as an earneſt of the good 


fortune which awaited them. 11. 


There they reſolved to halt one 


: day and refreſh themſelves, as there 


was plenty of food for themſelves and 


which: their cavalry had greatly ſuſ—- 


fered) and conſult together on their 
farther operations. 


As they were totally 8 


ich the people they had diſcovered, 


and knew not with what weapons of 
defence they might be furniſhed; it 
became ſo {mall a handful of men to 
proceed: with the utmoſt precaution. 
And ſince they fought only an aſy- 
lum, where they might ſpend in eaſe 
and plenty their future days, it was 


E agreed by all means, if 


poſſible, 


nimous reſolution. 
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| poſſible; to engage their friendſhip 
and ſecure a ſettlement among them: 
nothing therefore but the laſt neceſſity 


of ſelf-defence was to be admitted as a 


ground for the leaſt hoſtile meaſures. 
But if, as moſt probably would be 
the caſe, they met with oppoſition, 


then the moſt exact obedience and 


diſcipline became as neceſſary as the 
moſt determined courage. 


Yarmak's decifive ſuperiority en- 


gaged them now to be governed un- 

reſervedly by his advice, and every 

one renewed their zealous proteſta - 
tions of fidelity. 


As the next day would lead them 


into the plain, where the alarm muſt 
be inſtantly ſpread, every man had 
ſtrict orders to ſee that his fire arms 
were ready for execution. Conqueſt 


or death, being, if oppoſed, their una- 
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- Having "refreſhed: themſelves and 
their horſes, they mounted in the 
morning, and after deſcending to the 
foot of the mountain, where the 
woods opened on the plain, about 
mid- day they ſallied forth, advancing 
towards ſome huts only a few _ 
diſtant from them: - | 
A horſeman who difonrerdd aa 
as. they advanced, aſtoniſhed at the 
| ſtrangeneſs of their appearance; gazed 
on them and tode off full ſpeed to 
ſpread the alarm. After about an 
| hours march they reached the ben 
_ found. them deſerted. 
They reſembled a bee kive; but 
1 | h in a ſharper cone, where a 
1 hole opened to let out the ſmoke, and 
admit the light. The door was ſo 
low, you could only enter it ſtoop- 
ing. The fire place was in the middle, 
and around the ſides were low benches 
=. 00. Wich they ſat and ſlept. Their 
: clothes 


= 


WY * 1 is dp 22 


- 4+ the 


— 


sisBRIAN | ANECDOTES. 21 


do thes were the Akins of animals, wild 


and tame, of which there appeared 


great abundance, and in bottles of the 


ſame they found milk ſweet and fer- 
mented; ſome bows and arrows, 

clubs and lances, headed with bone 
or flint, or wood hardened in the 
fire, were hung around; and gave 
the invaders confidence, that they 


had not much to fear from their wea - 


pons, whilſt a few ill formed veſſels, 
and pipkins of baked clay, with ſome 
wicker baſkets, neatly wrought, led 
them at firſt to apprehend, that they 
had little to expect from the weelth | 


of theſe ſavages. 


After refreſhing themſeties e | 
fully with the proviſions which they 
found in theſe huts, they continued 
their march to the banks of a rivulet, 
through a country interſperſed with 
woods and open ground, where nu- 
merous herds of buffaloes, ſneep and 

: horſes 
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horſes fed, whoſe Frag cap fied at 
their approach. 
They were eg the ined 
bank, which was high and fteep, to 
ford the ſtream, when from the op- 
poſite ſide a flight of arrows, from 
an ambuſh of the ſavages, for a mo- 
ment, made them halt, wounding two 
men and three horſes; and penetrat- 
ing ſo deep as demonſtrated the pro- 
digious force with which they had 
been ſent. A volley of fire arms in- 
ſtantly diſperſed their enemies with 
terror inexpreſſible, leaving n 
behind them dead or wounded. 
The Banditti croſſed” the 0 
and gained the oppoſite bank. Having 
taken care of the poor Tartars who 
were hurt, as well as their own com- 
panions, they continued to advance 
with caution towards a large collec- 
tion of huts, placed on the banks of 
A ”—_ river, ſince called the Tura, 


into 


li 
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inte which the rivulet, which they 
had paſſed, flowed. 

The affrighted Tartars had: fed 
with the utmoſt rapidity. The alarm 
vas ſpread. Men, women and chil 

dren. were ſeen plunging into the 
| ſtream, and ſwimming for the farther 
ſhore. . A few: of the infirm and aged 
only remained, who with looks of 
pity implored the __ of their 
—— | 
Being utterly 1 of the. lan- 
© guage, they could only by ſigns endea- 
your. to ſilence their fears, They 
raiſed them from the ground—gave 
them ſome little preſents of trifles, 
| they had brought with them—and 
having found ſome large canoes on the 
river ſide, they put on board of them 


W the. wounded Tartars, and three or 


four of the old men, making ſigns to 
chem, that they ſhould join their 
nc a and endeavouring to 

. make 
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make them underſtand, that they 
might return to their houſes: with 
| ſafety. -- Migrest 1 Angi {B IE] 1 
. placed maids t to prevent 
5 Carpriſe; they ſpent the night in this 
Tartar village, examining the huts, 
whoſe conſtruction was nearly ſimiliar 
to thoſe they had ſeen; only ſome. of 
them were larger, and ſeemed to be- 
long to perſons of more diſtinction, as 
they found in them very valuable 
furs, and a greater variety of provi- 
bons and furniture. Here, being 
plentifully ſupplied with every thing, 
they determined to ; refreſh them- 
ſelves; a fe days, and wait the effects 
of thoſe tokens of Wen which 
they had given. 

The fugitives had ud, untverlal 
Fer meg where. the report of 
fire · arms had never before been heard, 
nor their effects felt; the poor pa- 4 
gans, .. apprehended, that 

7 ſome 
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25 
chat ſome of che horrid deities, whom 
they worſhipped, had in anger ſent 
down miniſters of Vengeance; armed 
with the thunder and lightning of 
heaven to deſtroy them. 

The tidings ſoon reached the Tar- 
tar Prince, whoſe chief ſeat was be- 

. yond the Irtiſh, near where To- 
boli now ſtands. He was deſpotic- 

in his government, and had never 
yet known diſobedience to his com- 
mands. Ie determined to ſend to 
diſcover | who theſe unwelcome in- 
truders might be, and either appeaſe 
them, if more than human, with 
preſents, or if mortal, compel them 
to quit his country. As prudence 
dictated, he delayed not a moment 
to collect his forces, and attended by 
an army of forty thouſand horſemen, 
he encamped near the Irtiſh, wait- 
ing the ſucceſs of his embaſſy. 
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__ - moſt tremenduous accounts of the 


CHAPTER Il. 
TRE BATTLE. 


THE Tartars diſpatched by their 
* 4 Prince, reached the banks of 
the Tura, and having received the 


arms of their viſitors, and at the 
ſame time heard of their humanity 
to the wounded, and ſeen the little 
preſents they had given them, they 
embarked with green branches of 
trees in their hands, the token with 
them of peace, and approached with | 
fear and diffidence, the village which 
the Banditti occupied. 
No ſooner did Yarmak obſerve a 
fingle canoe croſſing the river, than 
ordering his people to imitate what 
they ſaw, they met the embaſſadors 
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SIBERIAN. ANECDOTES, 2y 
with green branches alſo; and hav- 
ing exchanged them with thoſe in 

the boat, they confidently ſtepped 
on ſhore, preſenting the preſents of 
their prince, conſiſting of the moſt 
beautiful furs they had ever beheld, 
and the choiceſt curioſities the coun- 
try afforded: endeavouring at the 
ſame time to make them underſtand 
that they ſhould return, and croſs 
again the mountainsfrom' which they 
had deſcended. - | 
Varmak and his companions led 
them to the tents, and having enter- 
- tained them in the beſt manner their 
ſituation afforded, accompanied them 
to their canoe, with ſuch preſegts as 
they could collect among themſelves, 
but far from appearing to comply 
with their intimations of returning, 
they pointed a- croſs the river, and 


Hgnified their intentions of advan- 
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The ambaſladors returning to their 
prince informed him, that the ſtran- 
gers appeared to be men like them- 
ſelves, and their horſes exactly as 
their on, that their arms were of a 
different form, and of a harder tex- 
ture, glittering in the ſun, but that 
they neither ſaw the lightning, nor 
heard the thunder; that they treat- 
ed them with great civility, — but in- 
ſtead of returning, ſeemed diſpoſed 
to proceed, and croſs the Tura. 
Iheſe tidings exceedingly diſquiet- 
ed the Tartar. He reſolved, if 
poſſible, to oppoſe their farther pro- 
greſs, and diſpatching ten thouſand 
men, under the command of his prin- 
cipal general, he gave him orders to 
exert. his utmoſt efforts to prevent 
| theſe invaders. from penetrating far- 
ther into the country. They haſted 
therefore towards the Tura, whilſt 


n determined to advance, had 
detached 
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detached two parties of his little 
troop above and below the village to 
ſeize all the barques they could find, 
for the tranſportation of the mer 
and horſes: | 


They had no fooner collected { 


4 ficient number, . than he embarked- 


his forces, though the oppoſite banks 
were lined with Tartars, who ſeem- 
ed determined to oppoſe his landing. 
As they approached the ſhore, they 
received a flight of arrows, againſt 
which they had formed wicker ſhields 
ont of the baſkets they found, to guard 
themſelves. But one of the horſes 
being. wounded; grew reſty and 
plunging, overturned the bark, by 
W which two of the Banditti were drow- 
ned. The reſt by a general diſcharge 
having diſperſed the affrighted Tar- 
tars, made good their landing; and: 
covering the men and horſes which 

| cc * were 
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were ſwimming to ſhore, halted near 
the rivers bank. 
They detached an advanced party 
to reconnoitre the country, through 
which they deſigned to penetrate; 
who, on their return, reported, that 
the plain before them was covered 


with flocks and herds ;—that at the 
end of it, there appeared an opening 


between groves; which left a defile 
about a verſt wide ;—that through 


this, they perceived-at-a diſtance, a 
large collection of huts, and by the 


quantity of ſmoke aſcending, judged 
it to be a place of conſiderable im- 


portance that the peaſants every 
wher e fled at their approach but 


that they diſcovered in the open 


groves, a great number of horſemen, 
who ſeemed to watch their motions, 


1 un 
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| Notwithſtanding the amazing ſu- 
W periority which the fire arms gave 
his troop, Yarmak could not but per- 
ceive the dangers before him. The 
comparative inſignificance of their 
number, muſt in the iſſue expoſe 
them to be born down by the multi- 
tude of their enemies, and every loſs 
was. to them irreparable. The far: 
ther they advanced, their difficulties 
encteaſed; and as every creature fled 
their approach, and they could not 
make themſelves underſtood, all pro- 
ſpect of a peaceable iſſue to the expe- 
dition ſeemed at an end. Such a 
bhanaful ↄf men, ſuppoſing them ſuc: 
W ceſsful, could never hold a conqueſt 
I of ſuch. extent, over ſuch amazing. 
numbers ; and though they wearied. 
themſelves with ſlaughter, they muſt 
at laſt fall under their priſoners. 

He called therefore a council of 
war—ſtated to his companions all 
4 4 =. 


— o — —— - > - - = — 
———p—õ— — — : —Ü— —— 
7 
' . 


| 32 


StB ERIAN ANECDOTES, 
the dangers he apprehended and 


bid them conſider, whether they 


or iſecure themſelves. on the other 
ſide the river which they had croſſed 


Dor retreating out of the country, 


carry back the news of their diſco- 
veries, and endeavour to increaſe 
their forces, that they might be more 


en the under taking. 
Fluſhed with their ſucceſs, and the 


| conſciouſneſs of their ſuperiority, the 
major part determined to proceed, 
and at leaſt viſit the place from 
whence the aſcending ſmoke aroſe, 


and ſeemed to promiſe a more n 


dne Daphne. 
Varmak yielded to e a 


ee but as it was highly neceſ- 
ſary to ſecure a retreat, he was forced 
to leave a guard with the barks of ſix 

men, who were ordered to moor them 
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ont of bow-ſhot from the ſhore, whilſb 


their companions/proceeded. © 

At mid-day after refreſhing them-- 
ſelves they mounted, and - purſued» 
their march. And now they per- 
ceivad every grove alive with troops, 


and though their terrors kept them. 


at a diſtance, they hovered. round 


them ready to improve the firſt mo- 


ment of advantage. 


The way of the Banditti lay at Ps 


through an open pliin. As they ad- 
vanced they perceived it contracted 


by riſing grounds covered with wood 
through them the road lay about a 


verſt wide. Beyond the groves, the- 


plain again opened more ſpaciouſly, 
where they obſerved at a confiderable 
diſtance, the object to which their: 
march was directed. Here therefore 
they expected to meet oppoſition : 
and prepared for it. They cloſed 


- their ranks, and boldly entering the 


C5. = - defile,. 
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defile, they were for a moment ſeart- 
led with a horrid ſcream from thou- 
ſands of voices on both ſides, the war 
cxy of the barbarians. From the 
woods the Tartars- ruſhed on them 
impetuouſly, and by their numbers 
abſtructed the way, and ſtaggered the 
column, hemming them in on every 
But when the arms were fo unequal, 
added to the terror, attending the 
fearful execution, which theſe engines 
vomiting fire and death produced, 
the Bariditti ſoon opened themſelves. 
a paſſage over the bodies of the lain. 
And after a carnage which wearied 
them, the day alſo proving very hot, 
they diſperſed that ſavage hoſt, leaving 
fome hundreds of men and horſes. 
weltering in their blood. The reſt 
fled through the plain, or to the co- 
vert of tlie woods, and as the con- 


7 dared not to ſeparate for fear 
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SIBERIAN ANECDOTES: 3 
of afreſh attack, the wee: Was: 


quickly over. i 
However the victory had not been 


won without loſs. Four horſes and 


WM three men fell dangerouſly wounded, 


during the conflict. And what par- 
ticularly. grieved-them, was their in- 
ability to. recover one of them: Two. 
of the wounded they:carried off with- 
them, but the other, hid under 


heaps of the ſlain, they were con- 


ſtrained to leave behind them, being 


obliged to preſs through the defile as 


quickly, as. poſſible to- gain the open: 


ground. 


Having ſecured their ange int9- 
the ſecond plain they halted.. And. 
as the evening approached, they re- 


ſolved to paſs the night there, that 


they might haye the day before them 

for their entrance into the place, 
which now appeared five or ſix verſts 
before them. 


= | 
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1521 They ſecured their: little camp 


with all poſſible precaution, taking 


care of their wounded companions» 
_ , and greatly afflicted for their comrade 

| whom. they had loſt. , 
The terror impuden « en the; FA 
vages kept them at. a diſtance, ſo that 


- they paſſed the night undiſturbed. 


And the morning no. ſooner broke, 
than they puſhed forward to the huts 
which ſtood thick, and many of them 


loft y, occupying a conſiderable ſpace, 


and manifeſting it to be a place of im: 
portance. As the plain was quite 
open, they preſently arrived, and 
though their enemies were ſeen gal- 
loping from hillock to hillock, none 
| dared approach or interrupt them... 
They ſound the place entirely eva- 
"aw; The domeſtic. birds and ani- 
mals only remained. When they had 


placed guards at all the avenues, they 


traverſed the ſtreets, and. entering 
the 
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STBERTAN ANECDOTES: 37 
the principal huts, found that in the 
confuſion of flight, they had left not 
only quantities of the richeſt furrs, 


but rings of ſilver coarſely faſhioned; 


and ſome glittering ſtones of various 


colours, which ſeemed: of value, as 
they were incloſed in coffers not in- 


age wrought. | 

But now they perceived their 45 
gers thicken round them. At the 
diſtance of two or three verſts, a 
deeper and vaſtly wider river than 
they had paſſed, ſince called the Irtiſh, 
preſented an obſtacle to their farther 


progreſs. It was covered with barks, 


but the ſavages had taken the precau- 
tion to remove them all tothe eaſtern 
fide. They ſaw them wafting over 
troops above and below them. All 
the cattle during the. night were 
driven from the plain, and in the 
morning all the hills were covered 
with horſemen, who, though they 
kept at a diſtance, menaced them 

with 
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with brandiſhed-lanees; and the 1 
barbarous #Aouts s 

__ How to act, began now abe a2 
matter more critical than ever. To 
8 paſs the vaſt river before them by 
fwimming, and in the face of ſuch a 
multitude appeared utterly imprac+ 
ticable—to conſtru& barks, beſides 
the want. of proper tools and mate-- 
rials, would be a work of conſider- 
able time, and bring on the winter 
— to abide where they were, expoſed: 
to be perpetually harraſſed, was too- 
perilous a ſituation, eſpecially as all 
the cattle were driven away, and the- 
_ proviſion which. they, found would 
be ſoon exhauſted, and none to be 
procured but by continual ſkirmiſhes. 

Ho to bring up their comrades was 


. attended with no leſs difficulty, their 


enemies. notwithſtanding their loſles. 
multiplying daily around them. And 
to retire was. ſcarce attended with 

1 8 52 | leſs 
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lefs danger, as they muſt repaſs the 
defile, where they had n vi ; 
much before. 2139385 

LVarmak having nk all circum- 
ſtances, determined, if poſſible, to 
ſecure a retreat, before the ſavages 
ſhould make preparations to prevent 
them. If that could be effected, he 
propoſed to paſs the approaching 
winter in ſome place of ſecurity, car- 
rying off with them what they had 
found moſt valuable: and either re- 
turn with greater force; or endeavour. 
to procure for themſelves an aſylum 
elſewhere, with the treaſure which 
they yet poſſeſſed. He called there- 
fore his companions. together, and 
having laid before them his reaſons. 
for the. advice which he ſuggeſted, 
they readily acquieſced in the propo- 
tal, thoroughly cured: of their raſni- 
neſs; and ſeeing themſelves encom- 
e with perils, from which they 

i now 


40 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 9 
now were but too deeply convinced, 
it would be an arduous talk to extri-- 

cate themſelves. F 00 


CHAPTER 1V. 


THE RETREAT; 


s there was not a moment to be 
TY loſt, their determination was 

no ſooner taken, than they prepared 
- carry it into execution. They 

packed up the moſt valuable furrs 
which they found in the Tartar huts, 
and after making a ſhew as if they 
intended paſſing tlie Irtiſn, to call the 
attention of the enemy to the other 
ſide, they mounted their horſes in 
the evening, and hoped by a ſudden 
march to paſs the defile, where they 
knew their chief danger: lay, before 
: 17 night cloſed i in. ne advanced 
7 therefore 
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therefore rapidly through the plain, 
and ere it grew dark were near its 
extremity. They ſent ſcouts before 
to obſerve if the defile was open, but 
to their great martifiction found 
their enemies had prevented them 
that more numerous bodies than be- 
fore awaited them in the woods on 
both ſides, and on the plain beyond 
it, While they no ſooner began to 
march, than the horſemen from the 
| e tcheifrraar er wor gut 
When the Tartars who: had eſcaped | 
"fad the late battle into the: woods, 
perceived their enemies at a diſtance, 
they returned to carry off their 
wounded countrymen. There, under 
heaps of the ſlain, they found the 
unfortunate robber Who had fallen. 
His wounds, though dangerous, were 
not mortal. They ſecured him im- 
mediately, and conveyed him to their 
prince beyond the Irtiſh. 


'This 
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„This conviction that thefe intri- 

ders were not in vulnerable, and mor- 
tals like themſelves, encouraged the 
heart of the 'Tartar prince ho was 
ſank into deſpair by the terrifying 
reports which had been propagated. 
He led the miſerable captive in 
triumph through the ranks, and ſhewy 
ing him to the officers and meh, en 
deavoured to diſſipate their terrors, 
and to convince; them that, however 
ſuperior to them, their enemies might 
be in weapons and diſcipline, they 
were vulnerable as themſelves. And 
as a farther evidence of this, he cauſed 

the wretched priſoner to be tied to 
a ſtake fixed in the ground, as a butt 

for their arrows; pierced with a thouj- 
ſand of which he fell dead, to the 
inexpreſſible joy of theſe barbarians, 
who ſhouted over him as OP had 

A a mw e- | ae har 
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Animating his troops with this 
ſight, and ordering the dead man, 
with all the arrows ſticking in him, 
to be carried as a trophy before 
them, he reſolved to paſs the river 
himſelf. And after ſharply rebuking 
his general and officers who had fled, 
for their cowardice, he embarked, 
and landing with more than ten thou- 
ſand men, to join thoſe who; were 
before ſtationed on the hills, ta watch 
and obſerve the motions of the ene- 
my, he received information that they. 
appeared to be on the retreat. He 
inſtantly ordered the defile to be oecu- 
pied, that a ſtrong body ſhould poſt: 
themſelves at the opening in the far- 
ther plain, whilſt himſelf, with the 
flower of his. army, reſolved to fall 
on their rear when ee in 

the defile. 
Varmak, from the report: of bis 
ſcouts, no ſooner underſtood that his 
way 
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way was thus interrupted. than he he- 


ſitated in anxious ſuſpenſe, whether 


inſtantly to attempt to force a paſſage, 


or wait for the returning day. Both 


had their perils. An immediate at- 


tack would give leſs opportunity to 
his enemies to re- inforce their poſts. 


during the night, and he might hope 
for leſs reſiſtance. But the fear of 
being ſeparated. in the darkneſs the 
ee of rallying if in diſorder 

the impoſſibility of a well directed 


aim or of judging where it would 


do-moſt execution all concurred to 


determine him to wait for the day, 


and effect his RG or ee in the 
attempt. | 

Hie halted Sib: on the W 
hi having barricaded his little camps 


a8. ſecurely as poſſible: all, too much- 


agitated to ſleep, lay upon their arms: 
ready to repel the attacks which they 
* But they were agreeably 
L 3 eee 
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diſappointed. For, though many 
troops of ſavages advanced an every 
ſide; a well directed fire made ſuch 
havock among them, — the balls reach- 
ed to ſuch a diſtance, carry ing wounds 
and death along with them and theſe 
engines bellowing and vomiting fire 
and ſmoke, acquired ſuch additional 
terrors amidſt the darkneſs that the 
moſt intrepid Tartars dared not ap- 
proach near enough to do them harm. 

In this anxious ſtate of ſuſpenſe and 
jeopardy, the morning broke ;; and 
ſnewed them in front the defile oc- 
cupied by a vaſt body of troops, as 
far as their eye could reach. Behind 
them, a ſemi circle of like force hung 
on their rear, waiting their move- 
ment, whilſt the woods on each ſide 
reſounded with the moſt terrifying 
| ſhouts of the barbarians, as if ny 
them to n 
As A Berry 
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Every heart felt and trembled. 
Varmak, whom dangers never diſcon- 
certed, and, in the midſt of the moſt 
perilous circumſtances poſſeſſed that 
coolneſs of reflection, which, whilſt 
it ſhewed him the imminence of the 
dangers, ſuggeſted the only probable 
means of averting them, — looked 
round on every ſide, and n to 
his comrades, 
„% This, my brave partners in 1 dif 
„ treſs, ſaid he, will be, I truſt, as 
the moſt perilous, the moſt glori- 
us of our mortal days. Neyer 
„% was conflict ſo unequal, if we re- 
e gard the numbers; but if we view 
our arms, and conſider our paſt ex- 
« perience, who can deſpair? We 
% muſt open a paſſage through the 
* thickeſt ſquadrons of our enemies, 
and leave at leaſt behind us tro- 


phbies of fame, whether in death or 
"Pu; wager ah 


Al 


All rouſed by his; voice, and ani- 
mated by his looks, vowed to follow 
. his example, and faithfully execute bis 
orders; determined to open their 
way to their barks, or yield a dear 
N bought victory to their oppoſers. 
> 
| 
ö 


Forming, therefore, his little ſqua- 
| * into a compact column, Yarmak 
led the van. His orders were to halt 
at the gorge of the defile, and pour- 
ing a volley into the woods on either 
ſide, to puſh as faſt as order would 
admit, for the opening into the plain. 
The effect produced, was, as they 
expected, a momentary diſperſion of 
the ſavages; but before: they could 
paſs the defile, the prince himſelf, 
who hung on the rear, wheeled ra- 
pidly through the wood, and cauſing 
the fugitives to rally, Varmak, with 
bis troop, were hemmed in on ever 
ſide, and obliged to ſuſtain a flight of 
arrows in front, from the rear; and 


Ft | either 
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either wang, which darkened the K 
and covered the earth. Mahy of 
them were wounded, and the bar- 
barians cloſing upon them, however 
unequal their arms, mult 1 have borne 
them doom by numbers. 
ITbe Ränditti made a vigorous ef- 
fort to diſengage themſelves, and 
wWhilſt the rear faced about, by a well 
directed volley checked the ardour 
of the purſuers, the front by a furious 
charge opened a way through their 
enemies, and keeping up an inceſſant 
fire, continued advancing over the 
heaps of the lain both men and 
horſes,” which not a little retarded 
be ee Wir dh dr cine 
The Tartar prince ſeeing his troops 
give way in front, and unable to 
break the column in the rear, with the 
choice of his officers ruſhed into the 
plain, and rallying his flying ſqua- 
aun led them back to the charge, 
e * 
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juſt as the Banditti had reached the 
opening of the defile. | 
Here the battle was renewed with 
obſtinate fury. The Tartars anima- 
ted by the preſence and exhortations 
of their prince, precipitated themſelves 
on the very muzzles of the guns, 
and were hewn down by the ſabres 
— their weight ſtaggered the column 
they were compelled to halt they 
fought hand to hand for a while the 
conteſt became dubious. . Though 
hundreds of Tartars fell, freſh num- 
bers ſupplied their places. Six of the 
brave followers of Varmak had al- 
ready ſunk under the clubs and lances, | 
and many more were wounded. With- 
out a deſperate effort he ſaw that all 
was loſt! He puſhed his horſe- in- 

| ſtantly forward into the thickeſt ſqua- 

_ dron before him, where one diſtin- 
guiſhed by his rich plume and habit 
of furr, animated his troops to com- 
mall.  D plete 


covered with heaps of the ſlain. More 
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plete their victory, and drawing a 
piſtol from his holſters diſcharged it 
at the Tartar prince, for fuch he was: 


his horſe dropped dead under him. 


he people ſeeing their prince fall, 


ſuppoſing him killed, ſcreamed out 
in agonies.—The Banditti followed 


| their captain, and ſeconding him at 


that critical moment with all their 


remaining vigour, the enemy were 


broken and fled on every ſide. 
The road being now open, they 
marched forward with all poſſible ex- 


pedition, leaving their unhappy com- 


rades, who were fallen behind | 


than a thouſand Tartars are faid to 
have periſhed that day, and nothing 
but the irreſiſtible arm and courage 
of Yarmak could have reſcued his 
little troop from death, or what to 
them had been more bitter, perpe- 
tual ſervitude. 4 


'Their 
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Their ammunition was now nearly 
exhauſted, and their means of defence 


effectually at an end. They had no 


longer the alternative to fight or fly. 
Therefore whilſt the conſternation 
among their enemies laſted, leaſt they 
ſhould again rally, they puſhed. their 
horſes as faſt as poſſible towards the 
banks of the Tura. There they 
found their companions landed and 
haſtening to meet them, having heard 
the firing at a diſtance. 
They immediately embarked, and 
having reached the village, where 
they at firſt had taken up their abode, 
they halted and refreſhed themſelves; 
being quite exhanſted with their 
march, the want of ſleep, and the 
arduous labours of the preceding day 4 


beſides the anguiſh felt by thoſe wha 


were wounded whoſe number was 
conſiderable; - £ | 
| D 2 However 


— 


— 
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However they all thought them- 
| faves happy in their eſcape, and con- 
ſcious that another ſuch day muſt in- 
evitably complete their deſtruction: 
they unanimouſly reſolved without 
delay to retreat by the way that they 
came, and ſpend the winter which 
began to haſten upon them, with the 
fame n where * had paſſed | 
the laſt. j 
is lain PROG ne wh i 
| thoſe who were: freſh kept guard, 
and ſlept for ſome hours, they pack- 

ed up their baggage, and at break of 
day prepared to aſcend the moun- 
_ tains, carrying along with them the 
precious furrs, filver and jewels, 
which they had left behind them, 
or had not been loſt in the laſt con- 

:.. 21 691118 t 
A few ſcattering horſemen who 
had ſwam acroſs the river, hovered 


und, but dared not approach them. 
mur 
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They moved forward without inter- 
ruption: carrying proviſion for three 
or four days, and depending on the 
woods to furniſh whatever more they 
wanted during their retreat. 

Before evening they began to aſ- 
cend, and advanced towards the 
midſt of the mountain, where they 
reſted that night, and purſuing their 
route early in the morning, croſſed 
the little plain on the ſummit, and 
deſcended ſo far as to count them- 
ſelves next evening out of the reach 
of purſuit and danger. 5 
The ſubſequent days to ſpare 
themſelves and cavalry, now miſer- 
ably exhauſted, they marched ſlowly, 
and having no enemy to fear in thete 
deſert regions, they returned the be- 


ginning of September to the banks j 


of the Kama. There they found 
their barks, and croſling the river to 
the habitations of the Tonguſes, 
D 3 where 
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54 
where they had ſpent the preceding 
winter, they refolved there to take + 
up their quarters for the next. By 


a judicious diſtribution of preſents, 


ſome coarſer furrs, and of the orna- 
ments which they had brought away, 
they ſecured their friendſhip and con- 
fent, and ſet immediately about re- 
pairing their huts, and making pro- 
viſion of forage, fiſh, game, and fewel 
for their winter's ſtore. 


CHAPTER | V. 


"THE EMBASSY. 


RING the long winter ates 


inhoſpitable region, Yarmak and his 


_ companions afſembled te conſult on 
their future operations, and to de- 
an, where they could procure 


themſelves 
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themſelves the aſylum which thay 
fought. 8 
To Yarmak who never for a day 
loft the dear remembrance of Velika, 
life and all the things of it had been 
ſo imbittered, that they ſcarce in his 
_ apprehenſion. deſerved a care: but 
his companions were dear to him: he 
wiſhed to ſee them fafely lodged in 
»the bofom of peace. Their late ex- 
pedition had opened a proſpect which, 
if improved, might lead them to the 
enjoyment of their moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes. The diſcoveries they had 
made of ſuch vaſt and unknown 
regions would; he doubted not, be 
tidings highly acceptable to the Czar 
of Moſcovy, and. not only procure 
them pardon for their paſt offences, but 
ſecure them the rewards, which their 
perſeverance and bravery had merit- 
ed, if conducted by them to this new 
eaſtern world, where conqueſt was 
D 4 {o 
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ſo certain, and the Czar's glory ond 
empire muſt ain ſo vaſt an ac- 
ceſſioͤn. | 
He propoſed therefore to ſend the 
chief and moſt intelligent of the boat- 
men, who had gained his confidence, 
by his approved fidelity, to Moſcow 
that winter, with an account of their 
expedition, and an offer of their ut- 
moſt aſſiſtance in the reduction of , 
the country; caſting themſelves on 
the Czar's clemency, and awaiting. 
where they were, the reſult of thee 
application. 515 
The high probability of ficeels "nn 
their embaſſy, and hope not only of 
impunity for the . paſt, but recom- 
pence and honour for the future, | 
made every man cordially accede to 
the propoſal: eager to quit their i ig 
nominious profeſſion, and be again 
reſtored to the comſorts of ſociety. 
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One of the Banditti GAN the 
boatman in his journey. 
' As ſoon as the ſnow was fallen to 
admit of travelling, the Tonguſes 
furniſhed them with ledges drawn 
by reindeer, and they proceeded: to 
Moſcow, carrying with them pre- 
ſents for the Czar, conſiſting of ſome 
of the richeſt furrs which they had 
brought from Siberia, and of the 
ſilver rings and jewels, accompanied 
be pp00t mig Yarmak! 
Having reached Caſan, and ape 
adi to the Governor, inform- 
ing him they had matters of the laſt 
conſequence to diſcover to the Czar, 
he appointed them an eſcort, and 
they haſtened to the metropolis. 
The buſineſs of their embaſſy was 


ſoon carried to the Czar, and the 


amazing beauty of the furrs, ſuch as 
had never been ſeen in Ruſſia before, 
gained them a ſpeedy audience; when 


D 5 1 they 


» 
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they laid at the foot of the throne 
the letter of their commander. The 
Czar delighted with the preſents, and 


furpriſed at the novelty of the event, 
_ eager to know the contents of the 


HG opened it and read it. 

„ Yarmak, the unfortunate, kiſſes 
the footſtool of the throne of the 
_ +" mighty Czar of Moſcovy. Who 

„ fo worthy of the empire of the 
« world as thou? Fo conceal from 
« thee the diſcoveries we have made, 
« would be a real crime, whilſt thoſe 
« which have been charged on thy 
humbleſt flave, will be found ficti- 
% tious. Yarmak is ready to attend 
thy orders, conſcious he hath not 
« deſerved the frowns of thy juſtice, 
and defiring to live only to extend. 


0 thy glory.” 
The Czar was charmed with the 
andy ſpirit which this letter breath- 


oy and after numberleſs enquiries 
into 


| 
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into a hiſtory ſo ſingular, and an ex- 
pedition ſo full of events, he diſmiſ- 
ſed the meſſengers with the moſt gra- 
cious aſſurances of favour ordered 
every honourable token of reſpect to 
be ſhown to them and commanded 
them to join the eſcort he had ap- 
pointed to carry his diſpatches, and 
bring back with them the noble Coſ- 
fack; whoſe fame had quickly filled 
the capital, and excited the moſt un- 
common eagerneſs. to behold. the 
man ſo greatly ſignalized by his for- 
mer exploits, when leader of a Ban- 
ditti, and now ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed by his diſcoveries. 
Yarmak, in obedience to the Czar's 
orders, without delay repaired to 


court. His entry at Moſcow, amidſt. 
the amazing concourſe of people, 
who gazed on him with admiration, 
was more like the triumph of a Ro- 
man diQutor, . the return of an 

exiled 
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exiled robber. He was clothed in 4 
beautiful robe of thoſe before unſeen 
and admired furrs, which be had 
brought from Siberia, and mounted 
upon one of the Czar's fineſt horſes. 
His faithful companions were in his 
train richly clothed, hut in inferidr 
furrs. And as a diſtinguiſhed air of 
majeſty marked their commander, 
they ſought not to diſparage him by 
their appearance, bearing more the 
face of ancient heroes, 00 a pro- 


ſccribed Banditti. 


They were thus uſhered into the 
Czar's palace, and alighting in the 
outer court, were introduced, into his 
preſence. Varmak kneeling, kiſſed 

the footſtool of his throne, and hum- 
bly, begged: to be admitted to his fa- 

vour. The. Czar condeſcendingly 
raiſed him up, and bid him deſerve, 
by his future fidelity and valour, the 
honours he meant toconfer upon him, 


\ 
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The numerous ſpectators admired 
the dignity and eaſe, which appeared 
in the air and manners of the Coſ- 
ſack, and their united voice declared 
that he ſeemed formed by nature to- 
fill a throne, AGEING 1 n a _ 
of robbers-/'0 (9:72 nn 50] | 
The Car on fart * Jankbedrke 
with him, was charmed with his mo- 
deſty and diſcretion. The more he 
heard him, the more he was con- 
vinced he could find none ſo fit to 
command the expedition intended; 
as the great diſcoverer himſelf. He 
appointed him therefore general of 
the army, and permitted him to ad- 
vance his companions to ſuch ranks 
of command, as they were ſuited to 
fill under him ; bidding them redeem, 
by their future fidelity, their n 
ene | 


Fo 
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CHAPTER. VI. 


THE GONQUEST:. 


T* plan for the conqueſt of Si- 
beria was laid that winter, and 
the troops ordered to begin their 
march, as ſoon as the diſſolving ſnow 
admitted of the poſſibility of enter- 
ing on the campaign. A body of 
pioneers was diſpatched before, to 
open a way through the woods and 
the mountains of Verchaturia, and 
Yarmak followed them at the head 
of ten thouſand men, witk cannon, 
baggage, and a train of artificers to 
formi a ſettlement, and: eſtabliſh the 
Czar's dominion over a country, which 
they regarded as already their own.. 
The obſtacles of their march were 


_ but! in Auguſt they had gain- 
ed 
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ed the ſummit of the mountains, and 
difcovered a paſs more practicable 
than that which they had before af 
cended, for the convoy of the artil. 
tery. They deſcended like a torrent 
upon the defencelefs inhabitants, 
whoſe former terrors returned with. 
redoubled violence, beholding ſo for- 
midable an hoſt ; and they inſtantly 
fled to carry the dreadful tidings to- 
their prince. 

Yarmak: had iſſued the ftrifteſt or- 
ders to abſtain from every unneceſ- 
fary act of violence. Not a hut was. 
to be burnt or plundered. And thoſe- 
Tartars who. fell into their hands. 
were treated with the greateſt huma- 
nity, and diſmiſſed with preſents. 
The army reached the Tura, and 
paſſing it without oppoſition, they 
marched forward to the Irtiſh, the 
lümits of their former expedition. 
The 


Y 


— 
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The e of Tartars which ho- 
vered around them, and ſtrove to 
harraſs and impede their march, were 
quickly diſperſed by the cannon: 
whoſe report being more tremendu- 

ous, and the execution of the balls 
ſo much greater than the carbines, 
and reaching to ſo vaſt a diſtance, 
overwhelmed the barbarians with 
aſtoniſhment and deſpair. 
The Tartar. prince, reluctant to 
ſubmit'to the law of conquerors, re- 
ſolved to make one effort of reſiſt- 
ance; and to oppoſe his enemies in 
their paſſage over the'Irtiſh, As he 
bad found himſelf ſo unequal to them 
on the land, he equipped all his 
barks, ſome of which were very 
large, and embarking the flower of 
| bis army reſolved there to await his 
* deſtiny. > 
| 
| 


Yarmak immediately employed his | 
artificers and troops, in the conſtruc- 
tion 
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tion of veſſels to paſs the river, and 
attack the Tartars who were drawn. 
up on the oppoſite ſhore. The build- 
ing the barks delayed them near a 
month, when they launched their 
flota, and puſhed for their enemies. 
The battle was almoſt as ſoon over 
as begun. The cannon played, and 
every ball covered the river with 
wrecks. A vaſt ſtreamer diſtinguiſn- 
ed the bark of the Tartar prince; 
Yarmak ordered his pilot te. car 
| the 8 = this parting and 
finiſh the conqueſt. Eager. himſelf 
to be the firſt to enter the royal bark, 
he no ſooner approached the veſſel, 
than ſtepping: forward to board 
with his ſabre drawn, followed by 
his companions, his foot ſlipped 
the waters of the Irtiſn incloſed him 
and ſtunned, as is ſuppoſed, by the 
fall, he ſunk to riſe no more. | 


Thus 
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_Fhos fell the gallant Yarmak in 
the moment of victory, and quitting 
a life which he had long endured, 
rather than enjoyed, his ſpirit fled to 
join his beloved Velika. 


2894 1 | 1 a 
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T* Tartar Prince was that day 
taken prifoner, and the country 
fubdued_ without farther reſiſtance. 
He was preſented to the Czar at Mof- 
cow, who treated him with the great- 
eſt diſtin tion. He appointed him a 
conſiderable territory, not far from 
the capital, to ſupport his dignity, 
and permitted him to bear the title of 
Cxarewitz, or Prince of Siberia. His 
poſterity to this day continue to en- 
joy the title, and poſſeſs the princi- 
pality, ene to their p- . 
anceſtor.. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 
TBE TREATY. 


"PHE hiſtory of Yarmak, which 
Crueius had read, delighted the 
Nareſkin. The father admired the 
noble Coſſack, and Eloiſa dropped a 
tear over the mournful fate of the 
charming Velika. Whilſt all approved 
the generous ſentiments of the one, 
and the inviolable conſtancy of the 
other. | . 
The Swedes continued their kind 
attentions, and ſaw each day the 
growing advancement of their pupils. 
Their minds became expanded, their 
knowledge enlarged, and their thirſt 
for improvement unabated. The day 
always appeared too ſhort, when ſpent 
in ckeſe improving exerciſes, and 
8 while 


— 
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while the Swedes communicated in- 
formation, the Ruſſians hung atten- 
tively on their lips. 

Nor were their amuſements deſti- 
tute of utility : as in their airings and 
walks, Roſen, who was well acquaint- 
ed with agriculture, pointed out a 
variety of improvements to diminiſh 
the labour, and increaſe the produce 
of the lands, ſo that the peaſants in 
the fields gathered around him, and 
under the influence of their maſter, 

yielded themſelves to be directèd by 

Roſen's ſuperior intelligence. 

But Eloiſa was his peculiar. care. 
Her progreſs was rapid. Her parts 
were quick, her comprehenſion rea- 
dy, and her memory retentive. Not 
a leſſon dropped from the Swedes, 
but it left an abiding impreſſion, and 
the books they recommended were 
the enjoyment of her morning hours, 
| Being accuſtomed from inne; to 
; early 
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early riſing, and often ſeeing the 
aſcending. ſun half hidden ”y the 
mountain's top. 

Her muſic engaged her particular 
attention, and was her great 'amuſe- 
ment. Under the Baron's tuition; 
the lute began to ſpeak beneath her 
fingers, and echo to her voice in 
ſymphony, or heighten the W 
by accompanyments. 

The Baron often ſtood over ** 
with delight, and heard her voice 
with rapture. He ſometimes joined 
her with the viol de gamba, and fixed 
her ſteady in time, as ſhe began to 
be rapid in execution. So that ſhe. 
ſoon became the ornament of the 
concert, held ſometimes at the fort, 
and ſometimes at Nareſkin's-caſtle. 
But how could a heart endued 
with ſenſibility, perceive ſo much 
excellence, be favoured with the at- 
tention, and be admitted to the moſt 
21 endearing 


* 
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endearing intimacy with ſuch a per- 
fon as Eloiſa, and not feel the wiſh 


of poſſeſſing ſo ineſtimable a tren- | 


ſure? 
ERoſen 83 the riſing deſire: 
9 how willingly he moved 
towards the caſtle, and how reluctant- 
ly he quitted it. Feeling the delight 
her voice, her inſtrument. gave him, 
Happy to engage her in diſcourſe, 
and admiring her knowledge and im- 
provement. The beauty of her per- 
ſon charmed his eye, the perſections 
of her mind his heart, He became a 
willing captive, and no longer wiſhed 
far liberty. 
His penetration could not but per 
ceive, that Eloiſa appeared happy in 
his company was glad to detain him 


__ ,, that her heart fluttered as he ſtood 


over her teaching and that her hand 


trembled, as he directed her fingers 


on the ſtrings. 


His 


an Moc mms Oh 
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His idea of honour reſtrained him 
from communicating the tender ſen- 
timents of his own boſom. He was 
zien leaſt it ſhauld. be ſuggeſted, 
chat he had taken advantage of her 
youth and inexperience; and appre- 
hended, that however agreeable he 
might be to Nareſkin, as a friend and 
inſtructor, yet being a ſtranger, a 
captive, and his fortune, if ever re- 
ſtored to it, but inconſiderable, he 
might well heſitate about beſtowing 
an only daughter, and one withal fo 
accompliſhed, on a perſon labour- 
ing under ſuch diſadvantages. 6 
He reſolved therefore to guard his 
lips, and, if poſſible, his eyes, from 
diſcovery. He could not bear the 
idea of engaging Eloiſa's affections, 
if there were no probability of their 
union, her happineſs being dearer to 
him than his own. + 


Crucius 
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- Crucius knew the ſecrets of his 
(dic and approved his conduct. 
Vet often ſuggeſted that if he could 
renounce his native land, he ſaw not 
the difficulties ſo: great, as his fears 
apprehended ;: obſerving, that he 
thought the Knez might count him- 
ſelf happy in ſuch a ſon. 

I could renounce every thing for 
« Eloifa” ſaid Roſen, , but if my 
„ wiſhes tranſpired, and I ſhould: of- 
fend, the joy of my life would end 
« with baniſhment from the caſtle.” 
They were bound thither as they 

converſed on this ſubject, and were 
received with the uſual cordiality. 
The diſcourſe after dinner turned on 
the reports of the peace, which had 
been rumoured, as ready to take 
place between the Gar and the King 
of Sweden. 

Ah! then we loſe you,” Lach Fa 


tima. Eloiſa turned pale as aſhes, 
Loſe 
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] ..<Lafe them !” ſaid the Knez, © do 
| „ not mention. it. The very idea 
| < of it makes me unhappy. I almoſt 
66 wiſh we had rather never known 
« you, than now to feel your value, 
„% and be left to deplore the loſs. _ 
« But I am ſelfiſh, out loſs will be 
« your gain. The ſpecimen which 
you have given us of Sweden, can 
„ never make you regret the Aaſerte 
of Siberia.“ 
There are charms in the deſerts 
« of Siberia,” ſays Roſen, and 
« company that would be remem- 
e bered with regret, amidſt the poli- 
< teſt circles at Stockholm. 
Ah! Baron, ſaid Nareſkin, 
your politeneſs dictates that com- 
« pliment. Why would you elſe 
« wiſh to leave us? I ſolemnly de- 
« clare, that come peace or war 1 
would give a moiety. of all I am 
« worth to detain you here our pri- 
VOL, 11. E ( ſoners. 
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« ſoners. It is true, I honeſtly con- 
& feſs, that I mean to be abundant- 
ly reimburſed: for the value I place 
on your friendſhip and company, 
„ is what wealth cannot purchaſe.” 
 « You forget, Sir,” ſays Crucius, 
«. how greatly your daughter would 
4 be the ſufferer by the bargain.” 
Indeed,“ ſays Floiſa, bluſhing, 
J ſhould not think ſo, if it would 
„ miniſter to my father's happineſs, 
4 ſhould eſteem myſelf a gainer.” 
"Roſen felt his heart flutter. He was 
going to ſpeak. But he hardly knew 
how. His agitation would have be- 
3 him. 
Fatima relieved him, Well, gen- 
* tlemen,” ſays ſne, you are not 
4 releaſed yet, and perhaps we ſhall 
* keep you in cuſtody longer than 
« you may imagine. It is a melan- 
choly ſubject, and therefore till the 


4x. - time ces, we will forget we may 
| ; „ lole 
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« Joſe you, and endeavour to im- 


% prove the advantages we enjoy.” 

A walk on the terrace was propo- 
ſed. The ladies ſaid they would fol- 
low them. Crucius begged he might 
wait their leiſure. Come, Baron, 
ſays the Knez, we will takeone turn 
the while. 

They walked towards the ſummer- 
houſe in ſilence. When Nareſkin 
_ round, 4 Biron,” ſays he, I 

cannot get this ugly idea out of my 
« head, that was mentioned at din- 
« ner. I ſhall never croſs this lawn 
« with pleaſure again if you leave us 
The remembrance of the many 
© agreeable hours ſpent here, to be 
1 enjoyed no more, would haunt 
« me like the ghoſt of a departed 
friend. Can nothing tempt you to 
« abide with us, where you are real- 
y become ſo neceſſary, as the foul 
7 of our colony v? 

E 2 Roſeg | 
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-- Roſen endeavoured: to cover his 
_ agitation with a ſmile. Perhaps, 
Sir,“ ſays he, © there is, but though 
you offered us the half of your for- 
tune, I may value my liberty till 
higher, and yet there may be a price 
at which it might be parted with.” 

Name it,” ſays the Knez, and 
4 the bargain'is made... 
 , * Suppoſe,” ſaid Roſen, heſitating, 
las if affecting to be between jeſt 
and earneſt) / ſuppoſe I aſked Eloiſa 
to bind me to your ſervice for 
6. ever, would you conſent?” ?? 

Ves, with all my ſoul,” engerly 
replied .Nareſkin. 

../Roſen looked at him with emo- 
tion, and putting on a more ſerious 
air, And are you . ſaid he 
= in earneſt 25 
Baron, replied the 3 you 
« know my frankneſs. So far as Lam 


4 * I ſhould feel myſelf ho- 
to | * noured 
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„ noured, and happy in the alliance. 
« If you can gain Eloiſa's conſent, as 
« cordially as you have mine, no- 
% thing but death ſhall part us. Re- 
« member only, that Sweden muſt 
*« be forgotten, and that you muſt 
find your happineſs in the houſe 
« of your priſon, TO you have 
« choſen.” 

“ ſhall eſteem it, Sir faid ley: 
with her, a palace, a paradiſe.” 
He had juſt feized Nareſkin's hand 
to thank him for the ſingular favour 
conferred on him; when Crucius and 
the ladies came upon them, as by ſur- 
prize, fo intently were they occu- 
pag 1,91 wm 

There was a confaſion at their 
meeting, which they did not under- 
ſtand; but the converſation preſent- 
ly Bok an eaſy and indifferent turn. 
After. a moſt agreeable walk, they 

E 3 retired 
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78 
fetired to the pleaſant ſummerchouſe, 

to drink their coffee. 

Nareſkin was in high ſpirits, and 
Roſen happy in the conſciouſneſs: of 
bis favour. | 

Ihe evening roads RY They 
returned to the caſtle. But Nareſkin 
could not ſleep in peace, till he had 
ſounded Eloiſa, and communicated 


_ © to Fatima Roſen's wiſhes. 


He followed his wife and dabgheer 
io their apartment. I have bought 
«the Baron,” ſaid he re 
- 4. Bought the Baron,” replied Fa- 
tima, ſmiling, © what do you mean?” 

„ Nay,“ ſays he, © the bargain is 
* „ if we can raiſe the price: 
and, come peace or war, he con- 
« ſents to ſtay.” _ 

My dear heart,” Gays the, * and 
” evi can that be?” | 
And cannot you gueſs,” copied 
Nareſkin ? „ 


« 1 
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1 know but one, thing in Siberia 
« worth his liberty,” ſays Fatima, 
looking tenderly on Eloiſa, who was 
covered with bluſhes. 

„% You have hit the mark, wiſe” 
replied the Knez. © And I want to 
know, if you and Eloiſa are con- 
« enen to the terms,” 

„I am cordally,” ſays F. atima. 
Eloiſa dro pped her head on her. bo- 
ſom, confounded and filent. qod.- 

« Well,” fays he, Now am atreſt, 
„and will leave you to talk it over. 
For I ſee Eloiſa will have no re- 
luctance to bind a willing captive,” 

He came down. The evening 
paſſed, as uſual, moſt agreeably. 
Eloiſa appeared + Wit and her 
father rallied her on her abſence. 

In the morning after breakfaſt, the 
lute was produced. 'The Knez and 
Crucius took their walk. Fatima at- 
tended. the care oh her family ; and 


" 
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Roſen as uſual was left with his ſcho- 
Eloifa took the lute, and began a 
practice. But in ſuch a flutter that 
ſhe perceived not a difcordant ſtring. 
Will you give me leave, Madam,” 
ſaid the Baron, to draw up that 
« ſtring?” and returning the lute; 
when he had made the chord perfect, 
de entangled his button in the rib- 
band which ſupported it. Every 
thing,“ ſays the Baron, I ſee 
conſpires to bind me prifoner : 
even your lute ſeconds the ſuccels- 
* ful arms of the Czar.” 
lf you have no ſtronger bands,” 


55 un Eloiſa, diſengaging the ribband, 


e you will not be long a captive.” 
Madam, ſays he, ſeizing her 
hand as it diſengaged the lute, and 
bending his knee before her, I love 
« my bonds, and would not be loofed. 
* N — has been long fo 
„ pleaſing, 


12 
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& pleafin "RY that the greateſt favour 
« can aſk is that you would deign 
* to make it perpetual . 
«Riſe, Baron, ſays ſhe, with a. 
modeſt bluſh, and a ſmile of inef. 
fable ſweetneſs, ** I ſhall not contra- 
« dit my father'spleaſure, if hewiſhes: 
to prolong your exile.” He preſ- 
fed her hand to his lips, and imprint- 
ed on it the * m of his 
heart. 5 
The pleaſi ng pet which fol- 
lowed, afforded ſomething more a- 
greeable than the lute's ſofteſt ſounds. 
They were not aware that dinner 
waited, and heard the * r with: 
aſtoniſhment; _ | 
The company, (for cid had 
been informed of what had paſſed the 
preceding day) had been W not 
to interrupt them. 
Lou have had'a long leſſon to 
** . Eloiſa,” ſaid her father, hu - 
un EF mourouſly, 
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mourouſſy, I hope, Baron, you find 
her much improved.” 
If the ſcholar, ga Roſen, 
4 thought it as ſhort as her maſter, 
we ſhould begin again as ſoon as 
4 we have dined.” Eloiſa was too 
much confounded to reply.” 
Well, well,” ſaid Nareſkin, © yor 
%s need ndt return ſo ſpeedily. Let 
us at leaſt have a part in you. 
« Since I have bought you, I ſhall 
claim ſome ſhare of your time my+ 
i ſelf, and I hope you will have many 
a year before you to be her maſter.” 
I The dinner was ſerved. Joy mark» 
el every countenance. Eloiſa alone 
ſeemed embarraſſed by the apprehen- 
ſion that the reſt were obſerving her. 
The viſits of Roſen were now more 
frequent, and he was regarded as the 
ſon of the family. He delighted in 
bis amiable pupil, and ſhe was happy 
in n the 2 of a per- 
| Fs Cs ſon 
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ſon ſo accompliſhed and excellent. 
Crucius enjoyed the ſatisfaction of 
his friend, and only grieved, that” 
whenever the happy hour arrived 
which ſhould releaſe him from cap- 
tivity, he was now likely to leave his: 
moſt endeared Roſen behind him. 

The Knez had made his intended 
ſon, the moſt noble and generous os 
fers. Half his poſſeſſions he engaged 
to convey to him on his marriage: 
and to make him the director 
of the whole. Aſſured, that under 
his management, the colony could 
not fail to receive conſiderable im- 
provement. He deſired as a favour 
that as he ſhould place them in the 
caſtle, Fatima and he might continue 
to enjoy the pleaſure of dwelling with 
them. Obſerving, that though in ge- 
neral it was ineligible, yet in their 
peculiar circumſtances, he hoped: 
their preſence would be no interrup- 
| [48 tion. 
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tion to the comfort of the new mar- 
ried R 
Indeed Roſen could not wiſh FM 
more, than Nareſkin was happy to 
beſtow. One condition only bound 
him. That the Baron ſhould quit all 
thoughts of Sweden, and, at leaſt 
during the life of the aged pair, never 
Separate them from their dear Eloiſa. 
. Roſen cordially acquieſced in this 


_ __ condition, He had not a wiſh be- 


yond the proſpect of happineſs, which 
_ preſented itfelf in the poſſeſſion of 
the beautiful Ruſſian. By long ab- 
Fence his connections in Sweden muſt 
be diſſolved. His patrimonial poſ- 
ſeſſions were not confiderable, and 
their value might be remitted to him. 
And as a field of ſingular uſefulneſs 
opened to him in that promiſing co 


lony, he choſe rather to be eſteemed the 


father and legiſlator of a riſing people, 
than be loſt and perhaps uſeleſs in his 
1 i Ovn 


SIBERIAN | ANECDOTES, 85 
own country, as an inconſiderable 
individual. 

Nareſkin delighted in him; Fatima 
loved him, and Eloiſa knew no en- 
joyment equal to his company. 

Where all parties were ſo a 
difpoſed towards him, the Baron's 
happineſs was not-long delayed. Af- 


ter ſome months enjoyment of that 


ſweeteſt of all ſenſations, the conſci- 
ouſneſs of loving and being beloved, 
Nareſkin conſented that their union 
thould be perfected. The day was 
fixed for the nuptials, which the Knez 
deſired might be celebrated with the 


greateſt feſtivity, that all his. peaſants, 


might ſhare in their maſter's joy. 


a 


CHAPTER 


— 
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CHAPTER VI. 
TIE NUPTIALS- OF ROSEN AND ELOISA.. 


Tr. injukjtants of the village af- 
ſembled early in the morning 
around the caſtle, young and old, 
even to the little children. The vil 
lage was deſerted, and the lawn co- 
vered. All were dreſſed in their 
gayeſt attire, and waited with eager- 


neſs, the appearance of the happy. 


pair. The Knez ordered them to be 
regaled with the beſt cheer the caſtle 
afforded. Mead, cakes, and paſties 
of game, with abundanee of other 
proviſion were diſtributed by the 
ſervants amongſt them. They were 
divided into two companies, the wo- 
men on one ſide, and the men on 


the other. oi 
. | Abound 
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About ten o'clock, appeared the 
bride and bridegroom, with Nareſkin 
and Fatima. A univerfal ſhout of 
joy welcomed them, as they iſſued 
from the caſtle gates. 

Twenty real ſnepherdeſſes with 
ballt6rs of flowers ſtrewed their path, 
and perfumed the air with their fra- 
grance. The bride-and bridegroom 
followed; Eloifa in pure white, un- 
ornamented ; the Baron in his regi· 
mentals. Nareſkin was at his left; 
bis bride with her mother at the 
right. While Crucius marſhalled the 
village troop of men and women at 
ſome little diſtance from them. The 
prieſt in his veſtments received the 
proceſſion at the entrance of the 
church yard, where the ſlie pherdeſſes 
ranging on each ſide, Roſen and Eloiſa 
paſſed through the ore door to the 
n fo -: 

The ſervice was performed with 


* reverence que to the occaſion. 
The 
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The moſt” endearing complacence 
dwelt on the countenance of Roſen, 
and Eloiſa with modeſt bafhfulneſs: 
yielded up her hand. Silence unver- 
fally reigned, whilſt the prieſt pro- 

 nouriced the nuptial benediction; and 
as a decent feriouſneſs marked the 
carriage of the eſpouſed, no levity 
appeared unbecoming the ſolemnity.. 
The ceremony ended; they re- 
ceived the affectionate congratula- 
tions of their parents and friend; and 
when they had iſſued from the church, 
the univerſal voice ſhouted the wiſh 
of long life and enn to che new 
OS pair. 

They returned as they came to the 

? caſtle; the priefl accompanying them: 
and joy and feſtivity crowned the day. 
As it was the deſire of the Baron; 

that no exceſs, ſhould diſgrace that 
happy ſeaſon, particular orders were 
=— to the ſteward, who, under 

RM” COS - | Crucius 
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Crucius, preſided on the terrace; for 
the caſtle was inſufficient to contain 
the gueſts, and as the day was beau- 
tifully fine, the ſcene exhibited was 
ſingularly cheerful.” 

'The fires blazed in different parts, 
and the caldrons ſmoaked. 'Two 
hrge oxen, eight ſheep, two hogs, 
abundance of game, - fiſh and poultry 
filed the temporary kitchen. The- 
peaſants danced, and ſang in their 
artleſs joyous ſtile, whilſt the pre 
| parations were making, and then 
ranged in companies, ſat down on 
the graſs ; where every one was ſup 
plied with abundance, nor parted till 
the ſhades of the evening, cloſed a 
day; they all confeſſed, the happieſt 
they had ever fpent. A pleaſing pre- 
ſage, of the comfort and felicity, 
which they had to expect under the 
nnn of their new maſter. 180 


\ « CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 
RURAL - OECONOMICS: | 


OSEN having now transferred 
x his reſidence from the fort to 
| the caſtle, the care of the academy 
of Dolonſka devolved on Crucius, and 
though the Baron maintained frequent 
and moſt: friendly intercourſe with 
bis former acquaintance, yet his time 
and attention were chiefly engaged 
with objects more peculiarly his 1 
1 and claiming his regard. 

WM hen the firſt days devoted to his 
; bride, and the arrangement of their 
internal economy were palt, he re- 
now become his own, to devote him- 
fell to the ſervice of thoſe whom pro- 
vidence had placed under his protec- 
Py”? | tion 
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tion. To cultivate their minds with 
ſuch uſeful knowledge, as was ſuited 
to their condition in life, and to con- 
tribute every thing in his power to 
enlarge the circle of their comforts: 
And though his own, intereſt was his 
leaſt object, he knew that his own 
territories would improve in propor- 
tion, as the knowledge and powers 
bf: thoſe who cultivated them ow 

more enlarged. 


* communicated his kan to his | 
eden for his approbation, when 
Fatima and Eloiſa were preſent, as. 
he doubted not that each would de- 
light to be aſſiſtant in any ſcheme | 
of general uſefulneſs. | 
Son,“ fays the good Nareſkin, 
af moſt; perſons I have obſerved, 
« that thoſe who appear very agrees 
able at firſt, by long acquaintance 
and greater intimacy, fall lower 
in our n but thou art 


wa * every 
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i. every day | manifeſting qualities 
L more endearing and reſpectable. 
« Go, live for mankind, it is worthy 
i of thee, and may thy poſterity ſee. 
thy domains my into a ps 
G  cipality! . j 
The firft object of the ini; was 
the enfranchiſement of the peaſants. 
In Ruſſia they are appendant on the 
eſtate; labour for their lord ſeveral 
days in the week; cultivate his lands, 
attend his cattle, and ſerve him at 
his pleaſure : ſubſiſting on the pit= 


tance allowed them, and dy their la- 


bour on thoſe days, when not en- 
gaged in their maſter's work, all their · 
property, as well as perſons, he claims 
a right to, and they can transfer 
neither from His OE" an 
his leave. N aq ib He. 
- Roſen wiſhed thenk | to bi a re | 
of free men, not of ſlayes. For how- 
ever __ they might be n 
ae 5 their 
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their preſent lord, who could ſecure 
the good diſpoſition of his ſucceſſors? 
He ſummoned therefore all the heads 
of families to an entertainment at the 
caſtle, and after their repaſt, he in- 
formed them, that it was the pleaſure 
of the Knez that henceforward they 
ſhould be free that each man, accord 
ing to his family, ſhould be allotted as 
much land to cultivate as he had ability 
to manage—that the Knez would ad- 
vance the proper inſtruments aud 
cattle ſufficient to begin—that the 
fruit of their induſtry ſhould be 
their own, after paying one fourth of 
the produce to the Knez as rent, 
and one fourth to a general ſtock, 
to be employed in purpoſes beneſicial 
to the community, under the direc- 


tion of the -moſt judicious, aged, 


and induſtrious of their own-body— 
that their honey and furrs ſhould be 
under the fame W and the 


mog 
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moſt induſtrious would, as they des 
ſerved, be moſt affluent. He inform- 
ed them that he himſelf ſhould be 
their inſpector, and annually beſtow 
on thoſe, who excelled in their cul- 
ture, rewards proportioned to rel 

illland diligencteQ. 
The admiring peaſants NS kim 
th wonder and delight, and bleſſed 
the paternal tenderneſs and aſtoniſh- 
ing A of this RO _ his 


| don ini mt3: it 7 


Roſen without A Aiſtribined 

a lands. There was more than 
enough for all. They now felt pro- 
perty and intereſt in their ſeveral 
poſſeſſions, and ſet themſelves to cul- 
N them with unuſual vigour. 

The ſleins of their ſheep and of the 
beaſts taken in hunting, afforded be- 
fore the chief part of their clothing. 


He reſolyed to attempt the'introduc- = 


tion of ſome courſe · manufacture, 
bet the women Ne be employed, 
and 
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2 the children educated i in W 


of induſtry. yy 
To enlarge their i he 


erected two ſchobls, one for each Ls 


ſex, free for all who deſired to learn. 
Procuring a maſter and a miſtreſs for 
them, and with his dear Eloiſa, taking 
pleaſure to ſuperintend the ſcholars 
themſelves, and diſtribute rewards to 
the diligent and moſt improved. 
A public building was erected for 
the orphans, the infirm and the aged. 
that proper attention might be given 
to them, and ſuitable relief provided, 
and theſe were RA from the 
general fund. , 
Whoever married had: a ny 
erected, and lands allotted to them, 
with every neceſſary for their proper 
culture, and if the number of helpleſs 
children was heavy on any family, - 
they were admitted into the orphan | 
houſe. 8 


* 
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As the Irtiſh afforded a read op- 
8 een down its ſtream to many 
parts of Siberia, he began to build 
ſome barques for the conveyance of 
the ſuperflnity of their. produde, to 
thoſe inhabited parts of the country 
through which it paſſed, eſpecially 
the great towns and garriſons. And 
as every peaſant there handled his axe, 
and wood grew every where on the 
banks of the river, they were enabled 
by the directions of Roſen and Cru- 
cius, to conſtruct veſſels ſufficiently 
_ Juited for ſuch a navigation. 
All who were able and willing to 
work were received and employed. 
Every year added to their number, as 


tte fame of this colony ſpread; and 
a new town at ſome diſtance from the 
firſt village, and partly peopled from 


it, was ſoon laid out, perfectly regu- 
lar, and continued encreaſing daily. 
LF Siberian 
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_ Siberian barley, wheat, hemp, flax, 
began to be raiſed in great quantities, 
and the beneficial effects which were 
foon felt, animated the n to 
greater exertions. | 

It was Nareſkin's pleafure to- at- 

tend his ſon in the inſpection of the 
peaſants, and he enjoyed the happi- 
neſs which he ſaw diffaſed among 
them. Fatima and Eloiſa were not 
leſs active, they reſolved, as ſoon as 
a perſon was procured, to teach them 
how to ſpin and weave. And to en- 
courage the women by their own ex- 
ample, . diſdained not e to 
turn the wheel. 

The whole colony reſeribled the 
induſtrious hive, in the genial ſun- 
ſhine of ſummer, Werse together 
for the common good. 

All diſputes were eaſily terminated 
by the juſtice and authority of Nare- 
in and Roſen, And the peace and 

vol. Ii. harmony 
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harmony of their family "_ its 
ſalutary example around. 5 
In the poſſeſſion of his dear Eloifa; 
the friendſhip and affection of her 
parents; the conſtant and agreeable 
employment of a life devoted to 
make others happy ; the Baron en- 
Joyed himſelf an enlarged meaſure of 
felicity. And it was heightened by 
the addition of an heir to his family. 
In theſe uſeful and pleaſing engage- 
ments, beholding the improvements, 
like the undulations in the water, en- 
larging every day their circle: at 
home enjoying every comfort that 
domeſtic happineſs could afford, a- 
broad diffuſing plenty and joy to all 
around him, the days of Roſen ſtole 
away unperceived. His time never 
hung tedious. His boſom, undiſturb- 
ed by the cravings of avarice, or the 
diſappointments of ambition, poſſeſ- 
ſed uninterrupted ſerenity. And 
i whilſt 


- 
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whillt he thankfully enjoyed the com- 
forts of this world, which compaſſed 
him on every fide, he looked forward 
with pleaſing expectation, to the con- 
ſummation of felicity in a better. 


"CHAPTER VIII 


| "THE SEPARATION. 2 
\RUCIUS TT FORE in the moſt 
{ endearing intimacy. with the 
Baron; the friend of his boſom; aſ- 
ſiſting in all his plans, and delighting 
in their ſucceſs. Many days never 
paſſed without a viſit to the caſtle. _ 
They ſometimes talked of Sweden, 
and the length of their captivity made 
Crucius fear it would be perpetual; 
when one morning, arriving earlier 
than uſual, he met Roſen at the gate. 
DS ee F 2. My 
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- 1348 My dear Baron,” fays he, 15 * 
6 og laſt night received a piece of 
intelligence that will ſurpriſe you, 
not without a mixture of pain and 


4 pleaſure. You will rejoice: that the 
4 ravages of war are ceaſed, and, by 
« what I feel myſelf, I am perſuaded 
« we ſhall not part without mutual \ 
« reluctance. Your happy deſtiny is 
fixed, mine yet uncertain. As the 
peace is made, you know my calls 
to Sweden. The governor, ob- 
ligingly, hath communicated tome 
«. the Czar's permiſſion to return 
4% wheneyer I wiſh, and aſſures. me, 
& that 1 ſhall be conveyed to Tobol- 
« ſki,in-the moſt expeditious manner, 
to join our countrymen; Who will 

i aſſemble there; in order to proceed | 
4 to: Peterſburgh, and from thence | 
4 to Stockholm.” 

The Baron was FROIS with he 
news, and felt very unwilling to ſe- 

VOY * — 4 
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parate from ſo dear a friend, yet 
could not with his ſtay : knowing his 
poſſeſſions and expectations in his na- 

tive land. Go, my dear Crucius,” 
ſaid he, forget not there is a friend 


n Siberia, than whom you will not 


« find a more faithful in the polite 
« circles of Stockholm, and who will 
« never ceaſe following you with his 
« moſt cordial wiſhes, that your lot in 
life may be as happy as his own.” 
They ſpent that day under a gloom, 

which the conſciouſneſs how ſoon 
they muſt part brought over them, 
in ſpight of every effort to diſpel it. 
Nareſkin, Fatima, Eloiſa partook of 
the unpleaſing ſenſation. They re- 
fpected, honoured, loved the friend 
of Roſen. It was like the feparation 
of death. They could have little 

hopes to meet again. 
They all attended him in the even- 
ing to the gate. The parting Was 
3 tenderl7 
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tenderly diſtreſſing. The tears ſtole 


down every face. The Baron could 
not ſpeak. | He ſeized the hand of 
Crucius. They embraced: He mount- 


25] ed, bowed and rode off in fflence : 


quite oppreſſed with grief at his ſepa- 


ration, from a friend and Nax * 


inexpreſſibly dear to him. 
Leaving for a while the noble Ro- 
ſen to the ſervices in which he was 
engaged, we ſhall follow Crucius into 
that tempeſtuous ocean of the world, 
into which he was launching from the 
quiet and retirement of Siberia. 
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HISTORY OF CRUCEUS. 

— — 
PART I. 
CHAPTER FE: 

CORUCIUS whoſe heart expanded 
ACA - towards his native country, in- 
ſtantly prepared to ſet forward on his 
journey. He felt ſome tender relent- 
ings after thoſe from whom he was 
ſeparating, moſt eſpecially his valu- 
able friend Roſen, He admired the 
noble principle that influenced the 
Baron to remain a voluntary exile. 
But not feeling in his own breaſt the 
like philanthropy, nor having the 
fame endeared connections in Siberia, 
he rejoiced in the reſtitution of li- 
berty, that he might purſue honour, 
Ws 125" intereſt 
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intereſt and pleaſure under the advan- 
tages of the liberal fortune which he 


poſſeſſed. As his orders directed him 
to Peterſburgh, from whence he was 
to take ſhipping for Sweden, he 


haaſtened thither with all poſſible ex- 


pedition. 
Mleditating his future proſpects in 


life, as he was paſling a dreary foreſt, 
his attention was taken by the fight 
of a young woman, ſitting at the foot 


of a large tree, with a fine boy about 


five years of age. She was wringing 


her hands in agony, and lifting up 


\ her ſtreaming eyes to heaven, whilſt 


the infant almoſt frozen with the cold, 
clung round her knees. And the pi- 


teous moans of the child, added diſ- 


treſs to the extreme miſery of its 
mother. 

Crucius ſtopped to enquire into 
the occaſion of her anguiſh. She 
| briefly informed him, that ſhe was 

deſtitute 


/ 
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deſtitute of helpor hope in that dreary 
foreſt, and feared that they muſt pe- 
riſh with cold and hunger, ere ſhe 
could reach the next village, to ſoli- 
5 cit relief from the benevolence of the 

peaſants... 

He comiliipeacitly Jefired ſhe 
would come with her child into. his 
carriage; which ſhe thankfully ac- 
cepted; and lifting in her bundles 
on which ſhe had been ſitting, ſhe 
caſt herſelf with confidence on the 
protection of this ſtranger, whom 
providence „ ae to Ads; lent tor 
her relief. 

When has agony was a little: Ka 
pended, - Crucius requeſted to know 
more particularly the cauſe of her 

diſtreſs. The unhappy Calſha en- 

deavoured to recollect herſelf and {a> 
reh his Mb | X 
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NE" . [2 r N 1763 
1 or 11 e CALSHA 
Iv THE e ra. 
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AM; ſaid he; in ji IP of 
4 anguith for the irreparable loſs, 
I have ſuſtained in Natalia, my ami- 
able and worthy benefactreſs. To 
whoſe tender kindneſs J have deeper 
obligations than I am able to expreſs; 
though my heart is ever penetrated 
with the recollection of ber unbound 


L 1 


ed favours towards A 
II was the daughter of a merchant 

fie” at Narva, immerſed in buſineſs. W hoſe 
time us too much engaged to pay 
any attention to the * care of 
ee at home. 
ile had given me at ſchool an edu- 
3 cation rather an to my ſte tion. 
1. 1 And 
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And added to a perſon then deemed 
pleaſing, I was miſtreſs of accompliſh- 
ments unuſual at Narva. Nature had 
given me a voice, and I accompanied 
it tolerably with the harpſichord. To 
paſs an idle hour, under pretence of 
hearing me ling and play, many re- 
ſorted to the houſe of my father: 
where being the eldeſt daughter, and. 
having early loſt our mother, it was 
my place to receive and entertain the 
viſitants. n ; 
The Baron Dorff paſſing ſome little 
time in Narva, was our frequent vi- 
ſitor. I was ſoon flattered by the 
preference which he evidenced to- 
wards me, and readily believed his 
intentions were as honourable as his 
profeſſions were fervent. 12 
Niere let me vail in ſilence, the ſad 
and haſty ſteps that precipitated my 
ruin. The Baron, as I have ſince 
heard, was a man of habitual intrigue, | 


** 


108 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES | 


and huſband to the virtuous Nataliz, 
then at Mofcow. A man deſtitute of 


principles of humanity, and the ſlave 
of his illicit pleaſures. He abandoned 


+ me to my miſery without regret, and 


left Narva unſuſpe&ed by my father 
of the injury which he had done me. 
A A few months after his departure 


my ſituation was too obvious. to ad- 


mit of any doubt. I became the 


; whiſper of the neighbourhood, and 


| ſoon afterwards my careleſs father 
| beheld with indignation, the living 
witneſs of my diſgrace. I was taken 
ill, and before any proper aſſiſtance 
could be called to me, I was, in the 


_ - preſence of my father, delivered of 


a ſon. 


His reſentment was. as inexorable, 


 _ - as his aſtoniſhment was great. He 
quitted my chamber inſtantly, and in 


a few days thruſt me out, deſtitute, 
vith my helpleſs infant ; imprecating 
| the 


'. wn 
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the heavieſt curſes on his own head, 


if he ever again received ar ſhewed 
me any favour. * | 
Thus abandoned, I faffered | men 
preſſibly in body and mind, though 
no more than my imprudence and 
folly merited. In my diſtreſs, I took 
ſhelter with an old woman who- had 
been - ſervant in our family. She 
treated me with great compaſſion, 


but her ability was unequal to ſupply 
my wants, and I endured. the miſe- 


ries. of- extreme neceſſity. 
When I was one day ready to pe- 


riſh with want, a woman entered the 


room, and gave me a purſe with. 


twenty ducats; telling me they came 


from a worthy benefactreſs, who 
commiſerated my calamity, and in- 
tended that as. an earneſt of future 


tavours.: and immediately retired. 


About fix weeks after, the ſame 
woman came to me again, and bid 


* 
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me follow her with my infant. 


heſitated. She commended my cau- 


tion, but urged my compliance; con- 
ſenting that my old nurſe ſhould: ac- 


_  eompany me. We followed her to a 


. nearer to me. Then turning, aſide 


large inn. She ſhewed us into a room, 
and quitting us faid, ſtay here, I will 
be with you again"preſently, > 
Soon after the door opened, and a 
fervant entered with lights; followed 
by a lady elegantly attired. Her coun- 
tenance ſhone reſplendent: with the 
benevolence' of her. ſoul. She trem- 
Wed, and haſted to a ſofa that ſtood 
near her. The ſervant retired. 
Sit down, faid 'ſhe, to my old 
nurſe. I reverence the kindneſs of 
your conduct, my good woman. Then 
lifting up her lovely eyes, and caſting 
them compaſſionately upon me, ſhe 
ſaid with a faultering voice, you are 
I believe the unhappy Calſha. Come 


the 


— 
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the mantle that covered the face of 
my child, ſhe gazed upon it with in- 
tenſeneſs, the tears guſhing in large 
drops from her fine blue eyes. And 
this is your infant, ſaid ſhe, taking it 
from my arms, and preſſing it to her 
boſom. Tou have fuffered ſeverely 
from your indiſcretion. I am ac 
quainted with your hiſtory, and ſent 
you a tranſient relief under your ne- 
ceſſity. I wiſh to make you eaſy in 
retirement, and I hope the propriety 


of your future conduct will evidence 
your real repentance of what is paſt; 
_  Aſtoniſhment» clafed/ my lips. I 
could not utter the gratitude I felt. 
She proceeded, I have a great deſire 
to be the guardian of this infant. 


Will you commit it to my care? 1 


was ſtill ſilent. I have ties, ſtrong 
ties, to this little creature, continued 
my benefactreſs, and though a ſtrange? 


wy tho feelings of a mother, Iwiſh to 
261 learn 


| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
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learn them in the tenderneſs: this 
ſweet baby muſt excite; 7 
_ Her penetration read the ding 
of my heart. I felt it was impoſſible 
to part with my child. I fabmit, faid 
| the, and preſſing the infant to her 

lips, returned it into my arms. G0 
Calſha, continued this excellent lady, 


be virtuous follow the precepts of 


my friend who humanely informed 
me of your miſery; ſhe ſhall miniſter 
to all your neceſſities; I am travel 


ling, and on my return, hope to ſee - | 


you again. Then careſſing with ten- 
derneſs my infant ſhe:retired. 
L returned aſtoniſhed at her good- 
neſs, and rejoicing in her liberality; 
greatly wondering who this gene- 
rous lady could be. I retired to a 
ſmall village by the recommendation 
of u e to whoſe care ſne com- 
mended me, and through whom I con- 
tinued thy * of her bounty. 
f Thus 


- ; 


e . 
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Thus two years elapſed when an 


event happened, that. diſcovered to 
me, in the perſon of my benefactreſs, 
the lovely Natalia, the injured lady 
of my ſeducer, the * Baron 
Dorff. 

| When firſt I aw her, ſhe was fol 
lowing him into Livonia; where ſome 


family affairs called him to be reſident 


for a time, and he had deſired ſhe 
would join him. He was vain of her 


figure and accompliſhments and choſe 


ſhe ſhould grace his train: though in 
Livonia he was as negligent of her 


charms as when at Moſcow: and a 
new ſituation afforded him freſh ſcope 
for his predominant paſſion. Every 


day produced evidences of his un- 


happy inclination. 
The amours of the 9 Dia, 


the beauty, patience and virtue of his 


lady, became the ſubje& of general 


converſation. Many were really ena- 


moured 
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moured with her, and ſighed to poſ- 
ſeſs theſe neglected charms. Some 
wiſhed her to retaliate the perfidy of 
her huſband; and all ſtrove to ne 
a place in her regard. But her af 
fections were unchangeable, and fer- 
vent towards the Baron. | 
She endeavoured by every means 
do attach him, and call back the ten- 
derneſs, which ſhe flattered herſelf, 
be hac once felt for her. She was 
indifferent to all the adulatien which 
ſurrounded her, and her manners, 


tough affable, ſo reſerved that none 


dared venture to incur her diſpleaſure 
by a declaration of their viſhes, even 
in the moſt diſtant manner. 

The Baron remained inſenſible t to 
all the tender attention of his lady, 
and continued to neglect her, whilſt 
his artful addreſs, and inſinuating 


manners in high life, ſupplied num- 


berleſs intrigues, and of the lower 
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claſs "TRY purſe ſufſiced to purchaſe 
unbounded — of his un- 
10 0 inen. 271 Up 


Natalia's dne Wh 
a her defpair of regaining her huſ- 


band's affections, preyed upon a heart 


formed by nature for the tendereſt 
union; and the anguiſh of her mind 
impreſſed a plaintive melancholy over 


ner once reſplendant countenance: 


She declined” viſibly in her health, 
and was ordered Go her rue 
try plans of air. 

The offers were numerous for 0 
W eee from the adjacent 
quality. She accepted that from the 
Counteſs*of Lorna, and à party im- 
mediately took place to a villa at _ 

diſtance from the capital. 

The Baron did not accompany her 
thither, but continued his purſuits as, 


uſual. Abſence gave ſome relief to 


iP Poignancy of her feelings, yet 
5 the 
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| ſhe gained no material amendment. 
Nier caſe baffled all the {kill and care 
of the phyſician who attended her. 
le was a man of the firſt eminence 
in his profeſſion, and highly eſteem- 
ed for his perſonal merit. Having a 
überal fortune, he had retired from 
practice. He reſided within a few 
verſts of the Counteſs of Lorna, and, 
at her inſtance, attended Natalia. 
le conſented to remain with them 
during their continuance in the coun- 
try. The Counteſs was happy to 
join ſo agreeable a man to their party. 
| He was grave, ſenſible, and paſt the 
meridian of life. To the attention 
of a phyſician in this caſe, he joined 
the tenderneſs of a father; and find- 
ing he could not reſtore the health of 
Natalia, he ſought with paternal kind- 
neſs to alleviate the ſuſſerings of her 
mind, ſurmiſing juſtly they were ms 
e of her indiſ * 
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The ſeaſon of the year admitted of 
their making frequent little excurſions 
for amuſement. Iſhmæloff cloſely. 
| attended his patient. He accompa-; 
nied the ladies in every tour, watch 
ed the alterations in the countenance 
of Natalia, and felt her pulſe to per- 
ceive the different effect of whatever; 
ſhe took as nouriſhment or medicine. 
He neglected nothing that could con- 
tribute to amuſe her mind, and diſſi- 
pate the gloom that preyed upon her. 
His kind intentions ſucceeded. 
She was imperceptibly beguiled from 
brooding over the miſery hat con- 
ſumed her, and in proportion as her 
ſpirits were relieved, her delicate 
frame recovered ſtrength, and her fea- 
tures wore again a pleaſing animation. 
Ihmæloff, by his attentions, had 

gained her freeſt confidence. She 
ſought not to conceal from him the 
anguiſh that tormented her. His ten- 

| der 
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| der ſenſibility was balm to "IO" 
ed heartzand his philofophicleRures: 


armed herowith fortitude. She began 
to feel ſuperior to evils, Which the: | 


could not avert. Her health mended 
daily; and ſome public occaſion in- 


viting them to the capital, they de- 
termined on their departure from this F 


pleaſing ſeat of her recover. 
che quitted it with inward reluct· 
place q0-w:chahow: ideas. She reflect 
od on the tranquility which ſhe had 


_ joyed in this retirement. In the morn - 
ing her countenance was ſadly altered. 
It was imputed to her want of reſt. 


Iſhmæloff was chagrined at this re- 


turn of indiſpoſition/and felt the pulſe 
of Natalia with inquietude. A ſud- 
den perturbation of her ſpiritb hur- 
; n the IO: and the irregu- 


taſted, and the comfort ſhe had en- 
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larity of the ſtrokes een * 
indiſpoſition. iel 
Iſhmæloff nn in 0 EA 
tion penſive, and apparently deeply 


engaged with ſtudying her caſe, but 


in truth he was loſt in aſtoniſnment 


at the diſcovery of his own. His pulſe 


vibrated in union with Natalia's, and 
that moment demonſtrated to him, 


what he had never before ſuſpected, 


that his ſtudious attention towards 


her was not merely the n of be⸗ 
5 nexolence. 1 8 | Mitre 


The carriages were waiting at the 


. and the time ii no de- 


lay of their journey, the Counteſs of 
Lorna propoſed that Iſhmeloff ſhould 
accompany Natalia to the capital. It 
was not poſlible for him to decline 
the ſervice. They took their places 
in the coach with the Counteſs, and 


Natalia recovering her looks every 
verſt they travelled, arrived at the 
= Ws end 
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end of her journey, her face covered 

with a glow of. returning health and 
beauty. _ 

| She met the Baron with Selle, 

| | but void of the perturbation that uſed 

to agitate her boſom. He congratu- 


__ lated her on her recovery, and ſeem- 
_ ed attracted by her beauty. The at- 


tention, ſhe was uſed ſo earneſtly to 
court, was now received with indit- 
ference. She never thought of him 


. © when abſent, nor felt a pang when 
be quitted her. If he returned at a 


late hour, he found her repoſed in 
peaceful ſlumbers, and if, by chance, 
he came home ſooner, no languor 
fled from her features to give place 
to ſparkling ſenſibility. 6 
Ihe Baron had long been indif- 
ferent towards Natalia, yet his vanity 
was flattered by her fondneſs, and 
now the ſame vanity was mortified 
at the alteration which he perceived 
in 


' $1BERIAN ANECDOTES. 121 


in her, and for the firſt time, he felt 
the horrid ſting of the enn jea- 
louſy. 
Ihe conduct of Natalia was fo cir- 
cumſpect towards all around her, that 
it was difficult for him to fix on any 
object of ſuſpicion. He proved him- 
ſelf miſtaken in a variety of inſtances, 
and ſometimes was ready to conclude 
he had been too haſty in his conjec- 
tures. But his yanity prompted him 
to think nothing could leſſen him in 
the affections of Natalia, except ſome 
more new and permanent paſſion. 
He made no reflections upon the 
courſe of his own infidelities, -or on 
the negle& with which he had fo 
long continued to repay her tender 
affection. He reſolved to regard her 
with {till cloſer attention; and, if it 


were poſſible, diſcover the cauſe of 
her defection. | 


Tok uM. 0G Iſhmæloff 
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Iſhthæloff viſited Natalia occaſion- / 
ally; but his function and time of 
life ſecured him from any ſuſpicion. 
In one of thele viſits he mentioned 
His intention of returning very ſoon 
into the country. A bluſn covered 
the face of Natalia, and ſhe aſked, 
with ſome emotion, why he made 
choice of it at ſuch a ſeaſon of the 
| year, when he muſt exchange lociety 
1 abſolute ſolitude. 
- He endeavoured to ſuppreſs a ſigh 


8 which involuntarily efcaped him, and 


remained in profound filence, caſting 
his eyes upon the ground. 'The heart 


it rouſed his attention. He met her 
eyes. A mutual conſciouſneſs took 
place of that which Natalia had never 

before ſuſpected, and which Iſhmæ- 
loff, in honour and tender regard for 


her, was preparing to fly from. 
5 8 | Natalia's 


FE * 
wv FIR Ef 


of Natalia palpitated ſo violently that | 
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Natalia's eyes were now opened to 
the ſource of her recovery, and ſhe 
perceived it was not the philoſophic 
lectures of Iſhmzloff, that had armed 
her mind with fortitude, and made 
her ſuperior to miſery, but the ſym- 
pathetic tenderneſs of his conduct, 
which had imperceptibly united her 
heart to him. She was confident he 
had at that moment diſcovered her 
ſentiments, and exclaimed in the bit- 
terneſs of her grief, Alas! how am I 
„fallen! fly from me thou reſtorer of 
my life. Pity her whom you muſt 
“ condemn, and hide in perpetual ob- 
« livion my unhappy-frailty.” 

„Igo, ſaid Iſhmzloff, falling at her 
feet, * honour and prudence demand . 
eit of me. Forgive the injury I have 
“ unintentionally done you. May 1 
only remain the ſufferer. Farewell, 
e farewell, for ever virtuous Natalia, 
may heaven one day reward your 

G 2; _ « excetſence 
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excellence with a more ſuitable com- 
e panion than the perfidious Baron.” 
As he uttered this laſt ſentence 
the door opened, and the enraged 
Baron, laying his hand upon his 
ſword, exclaimed, his eyes flaſhing 
with indignation, have I detected thy 
| perfidy thou falſeſt of women? then 
running with fury upon the unarmed 
Iſhmæloff, he pierced him repeatedly 
through the body, and left him ex- 
piring. Natalia fainted. The family 
were alarmed. Aſſiſtance was called 
in. Natalia was carried ſenſeleſs to 
her chamber. 
She was ſcarce recovered from her 
_ fainting, when her. woman informed 
her that ſhe muſt prepare inſtantly to 
obey the Baron's orders, and quit 
Livonia. 'The carriage waited to 
convey her, but to what place 
ſhe would only know on her ar- 
rival. | 


No 
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No intreaties could prevail for ob- 
taining an interview with the Baron. 
Nor would he receive the leaſt. ex- 

planation of the unhappy circum- 
ſtance, that occaſioned this cataſtro- 
phe. Natalia paſſively obeyed, and | 
quitting the houſe, ſtepped into the 
carriage, ignorant whether Iſhmæloff 
was dead or alive. 

The Baron's orders were to con- 
vey her to the caſtle, near the place 
you found us. She was to remain 
there deprived of money, and ſup- 
plied with the common neceſſaries of 
life from the eſtate. 

In her way thither, ſhe paſt tn 
Nivea, and being deſtitute of the 
means of ſupporting us, in the man- 
ner which ſhe had done, ſhe offered 
to take us with her to the caſtle, 
which I thankfully accepted. 
TIhere we have been theſe two 
years paſt, and I the conſtant witneſs 

8 3 | to 
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to her patience in affliction. She 
lingered under the incurable diſeaſe 
of a broken heart. Indeed no remedy 
was attempted for her relief. She 
treated me uniformly with the ten- 
dereſt bowels of mercy and compaſ- 
ſion, and was very kind and indul- 
gent to my poor boy; though ſhe 
did not appear to regard him with 

the ſame pleaſure, with which ſhe 
gazed upon him when an infant in 
my arms. 

© She was not confined to her bed to 
the laſt hour of her life, and expired 

without any agony, juſt after ſhe had 
finiſhed a moſt affecting letter to the 
Baron, recommending him earneſtly 
to make a proviſion for 1 me and this 
poor child. | 

He was deaf to her laſt e 

and ſent orders to the ſteward to 
turn us immediately adrift. Thus are 


we left deſtitute upon the wide world, 
585 * 


* 
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but were we better provided for, I 
ſhould yet feel the bitterneſs of the 
loſs I have ſuffered. Having finiſhed 
her narrative, ſhe gave way freely 
to the emotions of her griet. 

Crucius commiſerated the diſtref- 
fing ſituation of Calſha, He aſked 
her what mode of life was her incli- 
nation, had ſhe ability to purſue it. 
She replied, retirement to a convent, 
if ſhe knew how to make proviſion 
for her child. Crucius generouſly 
offered to carry them with him to 
Peterſburgh, and procure her admiſ- 
fion into a convent there, and take 
upon himſelf the providing for the 
little- boy. 

Calſha was quite overcome with 
this benevolent offer. She thankfully ' 
accepted it, from the neceſſity of her 
circumſtances, but with ſome inward 
reluctance and riſing fears, leaſt he 


thould not prove intirely diſintereſt- 
6 4 ed 
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ed in the favours, which he was thus 


heaping on a ſtranger. But the delicate 


conduct of Crucius ſilenced her ap- 
prehenſions, and ſhe rendered thanks 
to heaven, which in the hour of bit- 
ter extremity had raiſed her up ſuch 


an unexpected friend. 


He placed her ſon at a ſchool near 
the convent where he procured her 
admiſſion, and promiſed he would 
take the future charge of the child, 


and obtain for him, when of proper 


age, a commiſſion in the ſervice of 
the Czar. | 


CHAPTER II. 


THE SERATATES: 


| Tir. wind was fair for ſailing, 


Crucius embarked for Sweden. 
Daring his reſidence i in Siberia, cap- 
tivity, 


— 1 
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tivity, uncertainty, and ſuſpence 
had ſomewhat curbed the reins of 
ambition, but now his whole ſoul 
beat an alarm, with ardour to ſtretch 
toward the deſirable objects, which 
his imagination had ſet before him. 
After the proper ceremonies were 
paſt through at his return to Stock- 
holm; his firſt attention was directed 
to the examination of his accounts. 
Crucius had been left an orphan at 
the age of ſeven years. His eſtates 
unincumbered, though not very large, 
and in poſſeſſion of perſonals, more 
than ſufficient for the . expences of 
his education. A minority of four- 
teen years, and a captivity of ſeven, 
after he came of age, rendered his 
poſſeſſions, under proper manage- 
ment, very conſiderable. And being 
maſter of figures, he often amuſed 
himſelf, during his captivity, with cal- 
culations of his accumulating wealth, 


expecting 


— 


% 


130 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES, 


expecting at his return to be one of 
the firſt fortunes in Stockholm. 
Deiden, his guardian, was yet 
living. He was a man of property, 
and engaged in lucrative contracts 
from government. His reputation 
for integrity, and his careful manage- 
ment of his own patrimony, induced 
the father of Crucius to commit to 
him the guardianſhip of his only ſon. 
He had been very diligent in his at- 
tention, and Crucius found his eſtates 
in proper culture, and the revenues 
/ © conſiderably raiſed. He was earneſt 
to enter upon an examination of the 
accounts, that he might know the 
extent of his riches, and the diſpoſi- 
tion that was made of his accumu- 
lated wealtn. 
Deiden was a man of engaging 
manners; he poſſeſſed a native civi- 
ty, and towards Crucius expreſſed 
aa ge: of. paternal tenderneſs, 
and 
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and made him the moſt cordial ten- 
ders of any future ſervice, he could 
render him in the eee his 
eſtates. | 
Whenever Gch enquired for 
his accounts, Deiden, with addreſs, 
deferred it to ſome future opportu-- 
nity, and when he was urged upon. - 
the ſubject, he pretended that his: 
on affairs engaged him ſo cloſely: | 
at that time, as to leave him no leiſure 
to enter upon the ſettling ſo long and 
intricate an account. The ſeaſon 
“ is adyancing,” ſaid he, “ that will 
render the country agreeable. I 
have a villa where I keep all your pa- 
“ pers, you muſt ſpend a few months. 
« with me, and the retirement and. 
« amuſements of the foreſt, will-ren- 
der this arduous buſineſs leſs irk- 
_ « ſome, than in the tumult of a city.“ 
Crucius acquieſced in this propo- 
ſal. But his time paſt inſipidly. He 


— , - 
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was deſtitute of connections. His fa- | 


ther had taken an early diſlike to ſo- 


cial intercourſe, and lived quite in re- 
tirement, devoted intirely to ſtudy. 
His mother had been a native of 
Great Britain, and his own exile 


prevented his having formed. any ace 


quaintances in Sweden, and Deiden 


Was not in a line to give him intro» 
duction into polite life. 


He began to feel reſtleſs in his pre- 


bent ſituation. His hours paſt more 
tedious than in the deſerts of Siberia. 


And he waited with impatience for 
the- party, which his guardian had 
propoſed. The time came. "Fwodays 


journey carried them te the villa, 


which was ſituated in a gloomy foreſt. 


Nature had given this ſpot no parti- 
_ cular advantages, but it was an here- 


ditary- poſſeſſion, and in this ſeclu- 
ſion the daughters of Deiden reſided, 


under * protection of his aged 


. 
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ſiſter, who ſupplied the place of a a 
mother to them. They had no ſo- 
ciety with the adjacent families, and 
their only recreations were rural | 
ſports. 'They were ſtrangers MG 


finement and elegance of life, but 


neatneſs and plenty aaa in this 
retired family. 

The day after their arrival they 
e into the buſineſs before them, 
and continued to purſue it with dili- 
gence. When wearied with perplexed 
and intricate accounts, Deiden pro- 
poſed ſome party of amuſement with 
his daughters, at their return the bu- 
ſineſs was entered upon with renewed 
aſſiduity. They were thus deeply 
engaged for ſome weeks, but Crucius 
could collect little ſatisfactory intelli-  - 
gence, and ſeemed as diſtant from 
the concluſion of his affairs, as before 
he entered upon the examination. 

His patience began ta be exhauſted, 
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and ſome ſuſpicions aroſe in his mind 


which he wiſhed not to entertain, 


The character of Deiden was un- 

blemiſhed, and his profeſſions of 
friendſhip and affection appeared ge- 
nuine: but he could not conceal his: 
impatience. He requeſted that all 
the accounts might be put into his 
bands, that he might endeavonr to 
make a digeſt of them himſelf, with- 
cout giving farther trouble to Deiden, 

who certainly perplexed, rather than 
expedited the buſinefs, by his tedious. 


*.  . and unneceflary circumvolutions. 


Deiden then pretended to recollect 
Tome neceſſary papers, that were left 

at the capital. He had buſineſs alſo 
of his own that required his preſence.. 
He propoſed being abſent about ten 
days, and requeſted Crucius to confi 
der himſelf, as maſter of his family 
till his return, and pointed out to his 
daughters 
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daughters: * een of , 
for them 
| „ Brifnefary was now intirely ſpends 
ed, and his whole time unavoidably 
devoted to theſe girls. The elderly 
lady could never make one of their 
parties from home; and, at that time, 
indiſpoſition confined her intirely to 
her chamber. The young women 
poſſeſſed no extraordinary charms, 
though compared with the courſe 
peaſants around them, their features 
were tolerable, and their complexions: 
good. 'They were young, and the 

abſence of reſtraint excited in them 

an unuſual degree of vivacity, and 
ſometimes betrayed Crucius into little 
lüberties, which the cooler moments 
of reflection condemned. His heart 
felt no particular ſenſibility towards 
either of them, but each in their turn 
raiſed tranſient ſenſations, which hos 
nour and prudence made him ſuppreſs. 
. One 
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One night he was waked out of his 
ſleep, by a trembling voice in his. 


chamber, entreating him to ariſe in- 
ſtantly, ſaying the houſe was beſet. | 


He ſtarted from his bed, and wrap- 
ing himſelf in a long gown, © Follow 
« me,” ſaid his OR; &« er 
liſten at my window... 
It was the eldeſt daughter of . 
0 A lamp burning in her apart- 
ment diſcovered her wrapped alſo in 
a looſe gown, juſt as if ſhe had jump- 


| ed affrighted from her bed, which 


lay open. He hearkened, but could 
hear nothing. The faithful moni- 

tions of his heart urged him to haſten 
from ſuch a ſcene of temptation. He 
was on the point of retiring, when 
the ſound of feet, moving ſoftly on 
the ſtairs, made the girl ſeize hold 
of him with terror, and apparently | 
an n into his arms. 
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In that moment entered Deiden, 
who returning at ſo late and unex- 
pected an hour, had let himſelf in, 
and directed his ſteps where he had 
ſeen a light to the chamber of his 
daughter. 2 
Deiden ſtarted with horror at the 
ſcene preſented before him, and ut- 
tered the moſt pathetic lamentations 
at the diſhonour, which he ſuffered 
by ſuch a tranſaction. He looked 
with indignation upon his daughter, 
and turned his eyes with tenderneſs 
upon Crucius, lamenting the power 
of corruption that could precipitate 
him into ſuch a violation of the con- 
fidence he had placed in him. 
In vain did Crucius attempt any 
explanation; when he called upon the 
young woman to confirm his teſti- 
mony, ſhe covered her face and re- 
mained in ſilence. Nothing could 
conſole Deiden but inſtant marriage. 
6 


% 


1 138 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES» 


_He expreſſed his fulleſt confidence 
| that Crucius would not refuſe ſuch a 
reparation of the wrongs he had com- 
mitted, which could only be occa- 
ſioned by the ſudden force of paſ- 
fion, and was impoſſible to be the re- 
ſult of deliberation i in ſuch a generous. 
mind. 
he girl remained obſtinately ſi- 
tent. Deiden inconſolable under the 
fuppoſed injury he had received. And 
Crucius ſteadily reſolved not to ſacri- 
_ fice his future views, -when he knew 
himſelf innocent of even any criminal 
intentions. 95 
The villa of Deiden was no longer 
a proper reſidence for Crucius. He 
requeſted the papers belonging to 
him, and reſolved on ſetting out im- 
mediately. Deiden abſolutely refuſed 
them, unleſs reparation was made 
for the violation of his honour which 


he had committed. Crucius, with 
ſome 
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ſome warmth, declared he muſt then 
ſeek legal redreſs, fince conſcions of 
his integrity he could not ſubmit to 
ſo unſuitable an union, where his af- 
fections were in no meaſure engaged. 
Deiden replied with a ſigh, that he 
muſt then be conſtrained to expoſe 
the frailty of his daughter, and the 
perfidy and diſhonour of his friend, 
by a public proſecution of him for 
ſeduction. Enraged at ſuch a charge, 
Crucius ordered his horſes to the 
gate, and attended by his valet, made 
an abrupt departure, and turned his 
face towards Stockholm. 


WM 
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CHAPTER IV. 


© THE DETECTION. 81 
HE agitated ſtate of his mind ac- 
celerated his pace. He rode at 
full ſpeed, but had not galloped above 
three leagues: before the horſe,” on 
which he was- mounted, fell under 
him. In the fall he received: a vio- 
lent contuſion, diſlocated his arm, 
and broke his collar bone. He was 
taken up ſenſeleſs, and conveyed to + 
the caſtle of Count Kanifer, which 
happily. was adjacent to the 1 
where he fell. TS» 
The Count was eſteemed the poli- 
teſt man in Sweden. He poſſeſſed 
great natural abilities, and had receiv- 
ed | every advantage of a liberal edu- 
cation ; z he had made the tour of Eu- 
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rope early in life, and afterwards vi- 
ſited foreign courts in a public capa- 
city. He had filled high departments 
of ſtate in Sweden; and, though now 
out of office, his rank, fortune, and 
ſuperior abilities, rendered him an 
object of univerſal admiration. 

His ſtature was rather tall, and his 
perſon leſs robuſt than the Swedes in 
general are. His countenance was 
ſwarthy, and his features ſtrong. To 
delineate them faithfully, he muſt 
certainly be termed ugly. But he 
wore a ſtamp of ſenſe upon them, and 
his manners were irreſiſtibly attrac- 
tive to the fair ſex. He ranged ſe- 
cretly, without reſtraint, in the circle 
of illicit pleaſures, and his ſentiments 
were ſo fixed of the frailty and incon- 
tinence of women, that he reſolved 
never to enter into matrimonial con- 
nections. 


He 


$42 


principles and ſecret practices, no 


ſafet7. 
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He was the generous friend, and 
patron of ſeveral young men, whom 
he had taken under his protection, 
and adyanced their intereſts in life, 
And though an infidel in his own 


-one more elegantly harangued on the 
beauty and excellence of virtue, and 
the deformity of vice. And from 
his lips dropt ay * of 
morality. 

Aſſiſtance was called immediately 


for Crucius, the ſurgeons declared 


the hurt he had received was not dan- 
gerous, and they hoped the recovery 


would not be tedious. The Count 
viſited his chamber with the moſt 
courteous attention, and after a few 
days confinement, Crucius, with his 
left arm in a fling, was able to join 


the polite cirele at the caſtle, though 
as yet he could not travel with 


He 
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le deemed it a happy accident, 
that gave him introduction to ſuch 
agreeable ſociety, and ſince his de- 
parture from Siberia, he never paſſed 
his time ſo much to his own ſatisfac- 
tion. As the company was compoſed 
of men of ſcience and liberal educa- 
tion, they ſupplied a fund of conver- 
ſation on a variety of ſubjects. They 
amuſed themſelves according to their 
different inclinations, and when they 
were aſſembled together, each ſtudied 
how they ſhould render themſelves 
moſt agreeable to the reſt of the 
Party's 
Count Kanifer was charmed with + 
the perſon, and graceful manners of 
his new gueſt, and delighted in the 


courſe of converſation, to learn ſuch - 


particular tidings of the Baron Roſen, 
whole deſire to remain in Siberia, 
and reſign his commiſſion, had occa- 


ſioned ſuch matter of ſpeculation 
N | in 
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in Sweden. He was alſo. a diſtant 
relation of the Count's, and he was 
pleaſed to hear that the union he had 

formed with Eloiſa was ſo reſpectable, 

as he would have been hurt at the 


_ | jdea of his having made a low con- 
8 nection: though he could ſcarcely 


credit the teſtimony of Crucius, that 
ſuch graces, as he deſcribed, exiſted 
in a native of Siberia; and he quite 
longed to behold the elegant Eloiſa. 

Crucius was here ſo much in his 
proper element, a ſtile ſo exactly 
ſuited to his natural taſte, that the 
hours fled imperceptibly. His reco- 
very was perfected, and it was time 
for him to take leave, and purſue the 
buſineſs before him at Stockholm. 
- The Count was reluctant to part 
with his amiable gueſt, who contri- 
buted much to their amuſement, by 
the vivid deſcriptions he gave of Ba- 


ron Roſlen's efforts to introduce re- 


finement 
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finement and arts in Siberia; the evi- 
dent ſucceſs that accompanied his en- 
deavours and firſt attempts, and the 
proſpects Which promiſed farther im- 
provements and uſefulneſs. 

The Count urged Crucius to con- 
tinue his ſtay ſome weeks longer at 
the caſtle, when the ſeaſon of the 
year would carry the whole party to 
the capital. He aſſured the Count 
that he thought of quitting that plea- 
fing ſociety with regret; and ſaid he 
ſhould ever number the days he had 
paſſed there as ſome of the happieſt 
of his life. But an unpleaſing neceſ- 


ſity conſtrained him to loſe no time in 


a matter of importance which en- 
raged him. Then giving the Count 
a brief detail of his affairs, and of the 
ſtrange conduct of Deiden towards 
him, he aſked his advice to whom he 
ſhould apply that his ſuit might be 
properly conductec. 

VOL, II. i The 
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The Count unravelled in a mo- 
ment the artful intentions of Deiden, 
and is that all the neceſſity of your 
quitting us, ſaid he? My dear Cru- 
cius, I can by no means part thus 
with you. If it is neceſſary, my own 
* ſolicitor ſhall undertake the buſineſs 
for you. But I have no doubt I can 
myſelf procure you ample ſatisfaction 
in this affair. Deiden hath large con- 
tracts from government. My influ- 
ence he cannot be ignorant of, and 
when he is conſcious I intereſt my- 
ſelf as your friend, depend upon it 
he will make no heſitation in ſettling 
Jour accounts. I will ſee him at his 
villa early to-morrow; therefore reſt 
eaſy upon that ſubject. Crucius ren- 
dered his moſt grateful, acknowledg- 
nients to the Count, and with delight 
accepted his friendly invitation. 
The Count roſe very early, and 


clappin 8 ſpurs to his horſe arrived, as 
Deiden 
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Deiden was taking a turn in the fo- 
reſt before breakfaſt. He advanced 
to receive the gentleman, whom he 
perceived riding up to his gates. 'The 
ſervant announced the. approach of- 
Count Kanifer. Deiden bowed pro- 
foundly, and received him with great 
obſequiouſneſs, marvelling in himſelf 
what could procure him fo unexpect. 
ed an honour. 

The Count met him with great ci- 
vility, and obſerving preparations for 
breakfaſt, ſaid he would gladly par- 
take of that refreſhment after his ride, 
before he entered upon the occaſion 
of the liberty he had taken in wait- 
ing upon him. Deiden expreſſed him- 
ſelf highly honoured by his preſence, 
and when breakfaſt was over he ex. 
peed, with ſome emotion to hear 
the cauſe of his viſit. 

*« I underſtand,” ſaid the Count, 
i there hath been ſome little miſun- 

H 2 | derſtanding 
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« derſtanding between you and my 
friend Crucins, which muſt render 
« your meeting together again ra- 
* ther unpleaſant. I have therefore 
« offered him my beſt ſervices to 
4 examine, and ſettle your account 
« with him, and I am come to re- 
e ceive all the parchments and pa- 
“ pers that relate to his affairs.“ 
Deiden pauſed for a moment. He 
feared to lefſen himſelf in the opinion 
of the Count, leaſt it ſhould prove 
injurious to his future intereſts. He 
replied, with a ſigh, that Crucius had 
been betrayed into a great breach of 
confidence, and wounded him in a 
point very near his heart. That 
he could make large allowance for 
the indiſcretions of youth. But he 
5 hoped i in the hours of cool reflection, 
as a man of honour, he would make 
reparation to his unhappy daughter. 


The circumſtances were yet private, 
and 
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and by an immediate marriage might 
for ever remain ſo. The only alter- 
native was, infamy to a poor deluded 
young creature, and proſecution of 
Crucius for ſeduction. 

« My good Deiden,” faid the 
Count, fixing his eyes ſteadily upon 
him, © confidering you as a father, 
and Crucius as a novice, your plan 
« was well concerted, but with a man 
« of the world it is impoſſible this 
« ſtratagem ſhould paſs. Therefore 
„take my advice, render up his pa- 
« pers to me; let your eſſay be buried 
jan oblivion; and be careful how you 
make ſuch experiments again, leaſt 
you meet with a man of leſs ho- 
e nour than my friend, and plunge 
your daughter into real, not fictiti- 
« ous infamy.” 

During this addreſs, the Count kept 
his eyes rivetted upon Deiden. He 
changed colour, and dared not look 
| „ | him 
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him full in the face, conſcious that 
he was detected, and feeling the kind 


of man he had to deal with. With- 
out reply he haſtened to deliver up 


the papers belonging to Crucius. The 


Count put his ſeal upon the parcel, 


and giving it into the hand of his ſer- 
vant, bowed, and took his leave. 


Deiden, caſt down with chagrin and 


diſappointment, was unable to utter a 


able. 
The Count haſtened home to the 


caſtle, where Crucius waited for him, 


impatient to hear what ſuccefs had 


attended his attempts. He was de- 


lighted to find that by the addreſs of 
his noble friend, ſo ſpeedy an end was 


put to an affair that threatened him 
with a diſagreeable proceſs. Upon 


the cloſeſt examination it appeared, 
that Deiden had been very faithful to 


the truſt repoſed in him, and Crucius 
readily forgave the ſtratagem he had 
1 practiced. 


4 
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practiced, with a view to procure his 
daughter 1o advantageous a marriage. 
But Deiden never afterwards could 
be perſuaded to ſee him, and perſiſt- 
ed in profeſſing to believe himſelf 
the injured perſon. Nor would he 
accept a magnificent piece of plate, 
which Crucius intended as an acknow- 
ledgment of his fidelity in the truſt 
committed to him. | 

The Count was delighted to find 
His gueſt a man whoſe large fortune 
intitled him to conſequence. He was 
quite reſtleſs to introduce him under 
his patronage into the gay and buſy 
world. The ſeaſon began to grow 
inclement, and by general conſent. 
the whole party removed to Stock- 
holm.. Count Kanifer inſiſted: upon. 
Crucius's taking up his quarters with 
him for that winter. There was to 
be no troubleſome attention or re- 
ſtraint on either ſide. And in many 
* reſpects 
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_ reſpects it was very eligible for Cru- 

cius, entering now into a new world. 

The Count's taſte was exerciſed in 

the choice of an elegant carriage for 

him, and he alſo directed the number 

and ſtile. of his attendants. He pre- 

ſented him at court with the high- 
eſt encomiums. He met a gracious 
reception from the ſovereign, and 
every eye was fixed upon this come- 
1y ſtranger. 

How different did Stockholm ap- 
pear to him now, compared with the 
inſipid and tedious ſeaſon, which he 

paſſed there the year before in obſcu- 
rity? The Count introduced him 
to the enlarged circle of his acquaint- 

ance among perſons. of the firſt fa- 
ſhion. In that number was the Coun- 
teſs Dowager of Dwina. She was an 
elderly lady who never went from 
home. She had been one of the moſt 
brilliant beauties of her day, and as 
remarkable 
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remarkable for the poignancy of her 
wit, as for the charms of her perſon. 
Though the keenneſs of her faculties 
was impaired, her taſte for ſatire ſtill 
remained. Her houſe was a general 
reſort, where thoſe who furniſhed 
molt ſubje&s for her prevailing paſ- 
fion, proved moſt agreeable to her. 
All were received with a cordial wel- 
come, and were certain, if deſtitute 
of other engagements, to meet a large 
_ aſſembly under her roof. 

In one of theſe viſits Count Lapu- 
chin was rallied by a lady for an un- 
uſual gloom that hung over him. He 
was juſt returned from Ruſſia, where 

he had been to ſettle - ſome family: 
tranſactions, and inſtead. of e 
uſual, the moſt lively and-loquaeious: 
in company, he was gloomy and fi- 
lent. She thought, ſhe ſaid, Lapu- 
chin was become invulnerable ſince: 
his. marriage; but ſhe perceived Pe- 
| H 5 _ terſburgh 
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terſburgh had rendered him more 
ſuſceptible than he was in Sweden. 
Her rallery was not very pleaſing 
to him on this occaſton ; nor did he 
approve the ſubje&t of her mirth. 
However he turned with a pleaſing 
addreſs to the company, and ſaid, if 
he appeared unuſually. thoughtful, 
when they had heard the cauſe they 
would ceaſe to be ſurpriſed. . 


CHAPTER V. 


A WARNING TO SEDUCERS.. 


| PHE relation which I am about to 
give, faid Lapuchin, will ac- 
count for the chagrin that hangs over 
me. The diſtreſſing ſcene to which 
I have been recently a witneſs, in the 
tremendous departure of Baron Dorff, 


hath affected me ſo ſtrongly, that 1 
acknowledge 
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acknowledge myſelf unable to ſhake 
off the idea, that ſuppreſs the torrent 
of my natural flow of good ſpirits. 

The Baron and I were companions: | 
from our youth. The intimacy of 
our families connected us, and edu- 
cation and habit eſtabliſhed us nomi- 
nal friends; though our diſpoſitions: | 
and taſte were quite oppoſite to each. 
other. Various circumſtances often 
ſeparated-us, and; at ſuch ſeaſons, I 
believe-we mutually paſſed into obli- 
vion of each other; I happened to 
be at Moſcow at the time of his mar- 
riage with the lovely Natalia.. He 
was the choice of her heart. She 
preferred him to many. offers of 
higher rank. The largeneſs of her 
fortune, added to the charms of her- 
perſon, made her an object for the 
firſt perſonages in Ruſſia. Their houſe 
was a general reſort for all people of 

faſhion, and under her on might. 


juſtly 
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juſtly be termed the ſeat of the graces. 


Every thing was conducted with eaſe 
and elegance; their entertainments 
were magnificent; yet her domeſtic 
ceconomy worthy the imitation of 
her, own ſex, as it was the admira- 

tion of ours. | 
. Surely, ſaid I, within . the 
"Baran can never ſin againſt this exalt- 
ed being. Her virtues. will reclaim 
him. Fidelity and felicity muſt crown 
his brow for ever. In thort, I con- 
templated the excellence of Natalia, 
till prudence urged me to reverence 
her at a ſafer diſtance, and fly from 
temptation, to preſerve eaſe of heart 

and peace of conſcience. 
Very lately I was paſſing near a 
cattle of the Baron's. I thought I 
muſt call on him, though ſome re- 
ports had reached me that raiſed my 
indignation. againſt him. The ſer- 
vants informed me that their maſter 
6: was 
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was very ill. I would have retired, 
but they urged me to ſee him, and 
on hearing my name he readily ad- 


mitted me. | 
L was lates. to | 75 zpartment, 


But on ſeeing him I fell back ſome 
paces with aſtoniſhment. Alas! what 
ravage had diſeaſe made upon him ! 
the gay, the florid, manly figure, ex- 
changed for gloomy ghaſtlineſs and 
decrepid helpleſſneſs: his eyes ſunk 
into diſmal caverns, and his yellow 
{kin hanging looſe over his protube- 
rant cheek bones. His limbs ſhrivel- 
led, and his whole body diſtorted 
with the agony that tortured his 
mind. And this diſmal change wrought 
in the courſe of a few years. | 
He addreſſed me with a hollow 
voice, in broken ſentences. - His ap- 
pearance quite diſarmed me. My 
indignation gave place to pity. I 


commiſerated the wretched ſituation 
| d Ws 
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im which J found him, and enquired 
what phyſician attended an 

None, replied he. Who can find 
ben for a tortured conſcience? 
His whole frame then ſhook with 
ſuch horrid diſtortions, that I thought 
every moment would be his laſt. He 
uttered confuſed ſentences. of having 
murdered, by his unkindneſs, the moſt 
blameleſs of women; that he had tra- 
duced her honour unjuſtly, and aſ- 
ſaſſinated the moſt generous of men; 
that he had ruined and deſerted af 
leſs innocents. 

His agonies encreaſed, and his 
groans exceeded all. deſcription. I 
urged him to ſend immediately for a 
conteſſor, and-told him he approach- 
'ed near. to his. end. He bellowed 
out, Can prieſtcraft deliver me from 
my torments? can they reſcue me 
from the awful neceſſity of death? 
ma the dreadful poſſibility, that my 


exiſtence. 
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exiſtence may not expire with my 
life! Oh! the fearful uncertainty, the 
- tremendous leap into eternity! Is. 
there a Gop-? he muſt be juſt. Is. 
there a hell? the flames are kindling 
within me. 

I could ſtand it no longer: I ran 
for the neareſt prieſt to attend him. 
We arrived breathleſs, but too late 
to render him any aſſiſtance. He was 
funk into a death coma, from whence, 
at intervals, he ſtarted and fell into 
ſtrong convulſions. 

In a few hours he expired, utter- 
ing ſuch an awful and terrifying ſound, 
that it ſtill vibrates on my car. I. 
think I never can forget it. I am 
thankful. that my courſe: hath been 
more virtuons, and I hope that my. 
laſt end will be more peaceful. | 

The emotion, which this narrative 
had raiſed in Lapuchin, made him 
retire for a ſhort time from the com- 
| panye 
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pany. A lady who was one of his 
particular friends, ſeized the oppor- 
tunity of giving us a few anecdotes 


concerning him. 


* - 
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0 HAPTER VI. 
FRIENDLY ANECDOTES. 


A UCHIN, ſaid ſhe, hath * 
ſenſe and many amiable quali- 
ties, but ſurely he is one of the 
vaineſt mortals, and the proudeſt 
boaſter of his own ſuperior excel- 
lence. Did you mark the fentence, 
with which he concluded this affect- 
ing narration; and at the beginning 
of it, his noticing his vaſt integrity 
in flying from the charms of Natalia, 
whoſe known virtue was a ſure pro- 


* for him. But the fact was, he 
| could 
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could not bear to ſee fo fine a woman 
in the poſſeſſion of another. 
Since his own marriage, he hath 
taken to rail violently againſt beauty, 
elegance and ſenſe in women, deem- 
ing them undeſirable qualities in a 
wife. Though between ourſelves no 
man had ever a greater taſte for 
them in a miſtreſs; for, notwith- 
ſtanding his boaſted morality, Lapu- 
chin is no {tranger to ſuch connec- 
tions. Very early in life, he felt 
ſome attraction which betrayed him 
into little liberties, and a haſty pro- 
miſe of marriage to a girl who poſ- 
ſeſſed no other charm but youth. In 
him there were many that could not 
fail to rivet her affections; eſpecially 
unſolicited by any other object. She 
conſidered him as engaged to her, 
and his notions of honour forbade his 
undeceiving her. | 
| | Under 
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Under various pretences he reſol- 
ved to try, if abſence might not pro- 
duce a releafe for him. But alas! 
ſhe proved too conſtant. He roamed 
amidf{ circles of the gay and diſſi pa- 
ted, and I am certain was not deſtitute 
of adventures; ſhe ſighed after him 
in gloomy ſecluſion. 

The lady was now paſſed the me- 
Ah of life, and if he wiſhed for 
any heir to his fortune and honours, 
it was high time their union fhould 
be completed. He went into the 
country for this purpoſe, and the 
eager expectations of his friends wait- 
ed to behold a bride worthy' of the 
taſte of Lapuchin. But alas! the 
only charm ſhe poſſeſſed was buried 
under the ruins of thirty-ſix years. 
All ſtarted with ſurpriſe. Lapuchin. 
gloried in the integrity of his conduct, 
and was even forward to expoſe her 
infirmitics, to exaggerate the heroiſm. 


of. 
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of his fidelity. None however ren- 
dered him the tribute of applauſe 
which he thought his due. It hath 
ſowered his temper, and made him 
deſpiſe advantages in other women, 
which he feels the keen mortification 
of not poſſeſſing in his wife : here 
Lapuchin returning, the lady ſmiled 
on him, and pointing to a chair that 
{tood near her, ſhe endeavoured to 
attach him for the reſt of the evening. 

The palpitating eagerneſs of the 
old Connteſs Dowager, who ſat at a 
diſtance, caught the eye of Crucius. 
She beckoned him to her, and in a 
low voice informed him, that there- 
had been à teridre between that lady 
and Lapuchin, but that ſince his mar- 
riage, he was become a devotee to 


religion; and ſhe believed was upon 


principle inviolably faithful to his 
marriage vow: but the lady, more 
free in her ſentiments, -could form. 

| NO; 
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no idea of the reſtraints of conſcience, 
and was piqued inexpreſſibly at his 
reſerve, and tried by every artifice to 
ſeduce him. I could entertain you, 
| faid ſhe, with ſome curious anec- 
dotes of her;.put me in mind of it 
the firſt opportunity. 


Crucius was much affected by the 


account which Lapuchin had related, 
and the company were delighted 
when he recited to them the little 
hiſtory of Natalia, which he had re- 
ceived from the afflicted Calſha. 
They were charmed with the tender 
ſenſibility, that Natalia had diſcover- 
ed to the innocent victim of her huſ- 
band's perfidy. They lamented her 
unſuitable union with him, and ex- 


tolled the bene volence of her condu& 


towards Calſha. 

An unmarried lady, the FIT 

of whoſe temper was legibly impreſ- 

ſed on her features, preſumed to dif- 
fer 


eee 
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fer from the general ſenſe of the com- 
_ pany. She exclaimed with bitterneſs 
againſt Calſha ; termed her an aban- 
doned proſtitute, whom no one but 
Natalia could have thought of har- 
bouring. Indeed her own frailty 
might make her caſt a vail over that 
of others. Natalia's boaſted virtue 
bordered ſo near upon vice, that in 
her opinion, ſhe merited the ſeverity 
of her lot. Had ſhe lived, no doubt 
the evil propenſity ſhe had evidenced, 
by her diſgraceful, mental attach- 
ment, to ſuch a wretch as Iſhmeloff, 
would have levelled her with the vileſt 
of her ſex. The lenity of our law 
was too great: that no puniſhment 
was appointed for ſuch creatures. 
Burning at a ſtake would be a mild 
recompence for an iminorality of ſo 
black a nature. 

In the midſt of this harangue, a 
ſervant informed her that her car- 


r iage 


* 
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riage waited at the door: into which 
ſhe haſtened, to keep an aſſignation 
ſhe had made for that evening with 
the huſband of her moſt a 
friand. 

The moment ſhe was gone, a lady 
exclaimed, that woman's confidence 
alway amazes me. Her affectation 
of delicacy, and. her ſeverity againſt 
the indiſcretions of her own ſex, is 
| intolerable. She hath carried on an 
intrigue for many years with a mar- 
_ ried man, and treated the poor wife 
with the moſt ſupercilious contempt 


and inſolence, from a vain conceit of 


her own ſuperior knowledge and abi- 
lities. Indeed, as to. abilities, ſhe is 
not deficient. But her attainments 
are very ſuperficial, and chiefly con- 
fined>to hiſtorical facts. But ſhe is 
groſsly ignorant of chronology and 
geography, that her jumbles and miſ- 
takes are often truly ridiculous, when 


ſhe 
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me means molt to diſplay the ſuperio- 
rity of her talents. Her gallant is 
heartily ſick of his connection with 
her. But ſhe hath entangled. him 
with bonds and contracts, and exacts 
at this time from the poor wretch 
all the attention of a lover, whilſt he 
actually loaths her, and ſecretly ranges 
after new objects. Stung with jea- 
louſy and reſentment, ſhe endeavours 
to revenge his perfidy, and conceal 
her own amours, in the ſeverity of 
her reflections againſt her own ſex. 
Count Faro ſat drowſing and ſtu- 
pidly inattentive to all around him. 
The fumes of a voluptuous dinner, 
and the abſence of his favourite a- 
muſement, for no high play, was ad- 
mitted at the Counteſs of Dwina's, 
quite oppreſſed him. He was weary 
of his party, and agreeably rouſed 
from his ſtupor, when the ſervant an- 
nounced his carriage at the door. 


* 


The 
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The moment he retired, every 
mouth was opened with ſome point- 

ed reflections upon him. What an 

alteration hath a few years made in 

Count Faro! ſaid an elderly lady, 

his figure is truly ridiculous. Grown 

little, lean, ſhrunk up like a withered 
apple; he affects to move with all 
the importance which his former, no- 
ble preſence demanded. His vanity 

made him, at the riſk of his health 
and life, reduce himſelf; I may truly 
ſay, from magnificent ſtatelineſs, ap- 
proaching to corpulency, to the in- 
ſignificant figure he now totters about. 

He looks, ſaid another lady, like 

a reduced nobleman in every ſenſe of 

the word. I ſhould ſwear, if I did 

not know the contrary, that he had 

reduced his fortune as well as his ſize. 

He really bears the ſtamp of penury. 

Penury, cried a third lady, I be- 

eve there is little fear of. He is 
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too well ſkilled in the ſcience of 
gaming, and if he did not mean to 

make it turn to his advantage, he 
could have amuſed himſelf here with 
playing for trifles. e 
And how intolerably ſtupid he is 
grown, obſerved the Counteſs. Not 
an anecdote, not an article of intelli- 
gence, can one gain from him. "vl 
I fear, ſaid another lady, with a | 
ſignificant ſhake of her head, he is 
too much and lifting up her eyes, 
ſne met thoſe of Count Faro; who 
had returned unperceived into the 
apartment, and was ſtill waiting for 
his carriage, which by miſtake was 
announced to have been at the door. 
The lady cloſiag her ſentence ſo ab- 
ruptly, the attention of the company 
was fixed upon her, and her affright- 
ed eyes directed theirs to the incenſed 
and mortiſied Count Faro. The door 
opening that moment to admit ſome 
Vol. II. | IN | freſh 
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_ freſh company, he ſneaked off — 
out ceremony, and waited in an anti · | 
chamber till his W nn 


AY APTER VII. 


- WORLDLY. WISDOM, 


IRUCIUS now re his bow and 
retired. He found Count Ka- 
nifer at home at his return, and be- 
ing alone, his converſation turned 
with freedom of reflection upon the 
Want of ſincerity and rigid aſperity 
of the circle which he had quitted. 
Not ſuch, faid he, was the ſociety 1 
enjoyed i in Siberia. I 
Yon are indeed, faid the Giant, 16 
entered into à new world. Your | 
wiſdom is to ſtudy how you may 
paſs through it with applauſe ; making | 


2 you own uſe of the multitude of 
knaves 


* 
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knaves and fools that ſarround you. 
I will juſt give you a few hints upon 
the ſubject, and I have no doubt your 
own goes ſenſe will properly i improve 
them. 

The firſt of accompliſhments for a 
man of faſhion in the beau monde, is 
an attention to the graces of _— 
manners and addrefs, K 

Pay attentive civility to all. 

Never betray violent emotion of 
any kind, but accuſtom yourſelf to 
check the riſings of paſſion, diſguſt, 
or ſurpriſe, as nothing gives you ſo 
great an antage over others as 
coolneſs. 75 

Appear virtuous, debe nde gene- : 
rous, liberal. The world is pom | 
by appearances. // 
s Indulge your pleaſures, but let it be 7 
with ſecrecy. | 
Avoid connections with Jow wo- 
men ow gaming. The one will ruin 

. I 2 your 
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your health, and the other your 
pocket. A well conducted intrigue 
is more pleaſurable, and much more 
Drunkenneſs and ſuch illiberal vices 
| 1 a gentleman. Deteſt them. 
IT ruſt no man, much leſs woman, 
ds your ſecrets. A wiſe man al- 
ways keeps his own. 
Beware of prieſtcraft ad vulgar 
prejudices, and only conſult FR 
own happineſs, of 
The great advantage of pater 
abilities is to know how to make 
your own uſe of mankind,” without 
appearing to do ſo. pda | 
Crucius heard with attention the 
lecture of his noble friend. The ſen- - 
timents appeared to him ſomewhat 
diſingenuous and diabolical. He in- 
wardly ſtarted with horror at ſome 
of the ideas. But, taught by the pre- 
N which he had juſt received, he 
| a checked 
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checked any appearance of diſguſt or 
ſurpriſe, and faid he ſhould prefer an 
agreeable and ſuitable union for life, 
to any indulgence of ſecret and illicit 
pleaſures: the higheſt ſatisfaction he 
taſted was the teſtimony of his own 
conſcience. to the integrity of his 
conduct. The. Count ſmiled; and 
ſaid, he perceived that his young 
friend was not yet delivered from 
the bondage of nurſery religion. He 
aſſured him, if he wiſhed to enter into 
ſuch a ſerious connection, he would 
moſt cordially aſſiſt his purſuit; and 
deſpaired not of recommending ln 
to a rer ee üg 
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veiled under 4 placid countenance, 
an exceeding bad temper. Some were 


r | Sibylla, 
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1 M this time various were the 
ladies under ſpeculation. The 
Count gave him well drawn characters 


of each. One had ſomething unplea- 


fing in her connections; another, 


deficient in fortune; others rather 
diſpoſed to flirtation. Some were too 

infipid to poſſefs conjugal graces; 
others were deſtitute of taſte to ſhine 


in high life. Multitudes were too 


diſſi pated to offer any proſpect of fe- 
- licity, and many were addicted to 
gaming, the certain bane of all do- 
meſtic comfort. 
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Sibylla, daughter of the Baron 
Bolow, attracted particularly the no- 
tice of Crucius. Her figure was ra- 
ther more than agreeable. Her man- 
ners modelled by the graces. She was 
miſtreſs of every deſirable accompliſh- 
ment. She poſſeſſed a large ſhare of 
vivacity, untinctured with the leaſt 
degree of levity. She had been edu- 


2 cated under the careful reſtraints of 


_ . a mother, who preferred delicacy of 
manners to the unbecoming liberties 
of the age. In ſhort, the quick pene- 
tration of Count Kanifer could per- 
ceive no objection to this lady. Her 
fortune indeed was not very large, 
but her connections were deſirable, 
and no perſon in higher eſtimation 
at court than the Baron her father. 
Crucius had frequent opportuni- 
ties of ſeeing; her in company, and 
the Count gave him an introduction 
to che moſt familiar intimacy in her 
I 4 family, | 
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family, that he might make ddſer 
obſervation of her private deport- 
ment; before he made any formal 
declaration of his wiſhes. Every in- 
terview he had with her, confirmed 
him more and more in his choice. 
Sibylla always received him with 
complacence, and the frequency of 
his viſits, naturally created an expec- 
tation that a propoſal: 4 eee 
would follow. ttt n 
Count Kanifer undertook to men- 
tion his wiſhes to Baron Bulow, who 
received the intelligence with de- 
light. Sibylla acknowledged ſhe could 
make no objections. The ſettlements 
were adjuſted, and Crucius was 're- 

ceived as an avowed lover. He at- 
tended: cloſely to Sibylla in all her 
public appearances; their intended 
marriage became matter of general 
converſation; and the Baron and his 
lady received the CS" of 
nn * 4 their 


= 
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their friends on the agreeable diſpo- 
fition whieh they were * of 
their daughter. 

Preparations for the EE 
nuptials were made without delay: 

Count Kanifer was conſulted in all 
the minutiz.; Every article was re- 
gulated by his taſte, and nothing was 
omitted that could render their ap- 
pearance ſplendid and elegant. With- 
in ſix weeks they were privately mar- 
ried at the ſeat of her father, and 
after a few days the bride and bride- - 
groom were. preſented: at: court,, and * 
received very graciouſly' by the ſo- 
vereign. After which they ſaw. com- 
pany at their AR houſe in 
Stockholm. 

Count Kanifer mne grand con- 
cert, ſupper and ball upon the occa- 
ſion: and every one vied with the 
other who ſhould be moſt brilliant in ; 
their entertainment of the new mar: 
1 Yo rieg: 


3 
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ried pair. Sibylla appeared with eaſe 
and elegance in her new department; 
apparently unconſcious of the diſtin- 


gZuaiſing importance with which ſhe 
was regarded. In the countenance 


dl Crucius was evidently marked his 


heartfelt ſatisfaction in the choice he 
had made: and every branch of her 
a el, the * 0 en 
Joyed. 

About Gx weeks aw the marriage, 
a circumftance aroſe that brought a 
tranſient chagrin over the party. St 
bylla, whilſt: under the care of her 
mother, had never been permitted to 
play at any games of chance; now 
there was propriety in her occaſional- 
hy joining a party, more eſpecially at 
her own aſſemblies. On one of theſe 


occaſions, in a flow of high ſpirits, 
| - the accepted a very large bett from 
a lady, and immediately made an of- 
fer of as high a one to a gentleman 


who 
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who ſat oppoſite, behind whoſe chair 
her mother was ſtanding, She frown- 
ed mildly upon her daughter, in 
whoſe favour the chance was deter- 
mined. Betts were again offered, 
ſtill more conſiderable than the for- 
mer. As winner ſhe could not re- 
fuſe them. The old lady fixed an 
eye of diſpleaſure upon her daughter, 
ſhaking her head, and turned away 
from the table. 

A blum covered the face of Sibyl- 
la. She was conſcious it did not paſs 
unnoticed by ſome of the company; 

and to carry it off, ſhe continued bet- 

ting with redoubled ſpirit, and having 
exhauſted her purſe, ſhe contraſted: * 
a conſiderable debt of honour.. i 
Crucius was rather alarmed, and her 
mother took an occaſion, when alone, 
of talking very ſeriouſly to her upon 
that ſubject. She heard with great 
mine; but _ the. unhappy. pro- 
penſity 


— 
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penſity, which education had only 
concealed, once kindled in her bo- 
ſom, ſhe felt no power to reſtrain it. 
In a very ſhort time, ſhe had loſt ſe- 
veral thouſand dollars. It produced 
remonſtrances and diſcontent. Pru- 
dence ſuggeſted a family party to the 
eſtate of Crucius. Count Kanifer was 
ſo obliging as to make one of the 
company. They were to receive all 
the neighbouring families; games of 
chance were excluded, and at billiards 
or cheſs no play was admitted for 
money. The time paſſed agreeablyz 
the late chagrin was blown over, and 
every countenance covered n with 
felicity. 

Count Kanifer EN TIES to teach 
Sibylla cheſs: ſhe became ſoon a pro- 
ficient. All were happy to have her 
thus amuſed: Frequently after din- 
ner ſhe challenged her tutor, and en- 
gaged him at cheſs, whilſt her father 
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and Crucius took a turn in the grove, 
and the old lady was retired to her 
devotions, or refreſhing herſelf with 
a nap. Sibylla became ſo exceeding- 
ly attached to this ſtudy, that when 
they have been riding, ſhe hath re- 
turned with the Count to determine- 
a depending game, whilſt the gentle 
men Continued their airing, and her 
mother was engaged in her own a- 
partment. | 

In thefe' tete a tetes, n Kani 
fer took occaſion to make trial of the 
virtue of Sibylla. He knew how to 
deſet without immediately alarming. 
Educational prejudices he foon found 
were a barrier againſt him. He ſought 
to undermine her ſentiments of reli- 

gion, and ſuggeſted the e of 
infidelity. | 

Sibylla had taken up her opinions 
upon truſt. She was unequal to com- 
bat his ab arguments. By his 

| W 
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_ artful addreſs, and inſinuat ing manner, 
he inſenſibly betrayed her into a fa- 
miliarity that beguiled her impercep- 
tibly from one little ſtep to another, 
till he had effectually allured her into 
the circle of attr action. 
ler conſcience condemned the alt 
epprosches to evil, but hy adopting 
te liberal ſentiments of infidelity, 
the ſoon ſilenced its remonſtrances, 
and ſet. at naught its reſtraints. She 
felt ſome relentings at the perfidy of 
her conduct towards ſuch a huſband, 
but this delicacy was ſoon diſſipated 
by the acute reaſoning of the Count, | 
on the diſtinction between a civil 
union, the invention of men for poli- 
tical purpoſes, and that irreſiſtible 
attraction and ſympathy between. 
ſouls formed for union with each 
other. Men may make contracts, 
faid he, but nature and neceſſity unite 
hearts. Fo manage ſuch matters with 
diſcretion 
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diſcretion is the great point. The 
only injury your huſband can receive 
is by diſco ver 

Security however ſoon 8 
ed confidence; till the unhappy con- 
nection became ſuſpected by her a- 
ſoniſhed and afflicted parents. They 
were deliberating what fteps they 
could take, if poſſible, to reſcue their 
daughter without expoſing her · diſ- 
grace. When an event. happened 
that brought it to the knowledge of 
Crucius, and made the affair unavoid- 
_ ably public, 

The Baron Bulow diſcovered Count 
Kanifer ſlipping into the apartment 
of his daughter, juſt after Crucius 
had quitted it in the morning. En- 
raged at this inſult, ſeizing hold of his 
ſword, he ruſhed in upon them. 
Vengeance gave ſtrength to his feeble 
arm. He plunged his ſword into the 

heart. of the perſidious Count, who 
- aud expired 


* 
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expired with a groan in the arms of 
the fainting Sibylla. The whole fa- 


mily was alarmed, and witneſs to this 
| horrid ſcene. Crucius was ſtruck mo- 
tionleſs with aſtoniſhment and grief. 
He ſunk upon a ſofa and remained 
ſilent, with his eyes lifted up to. hea- 
ven. The old lady had been hurried 
back into her own apartment, where 
ſhe endured all the anguiſn which na- 
ture was capable of feeling. 
The Baron returned to Crucius, 
 Intreating him, with tears, to quit the 
chamber. He aroſe and followed in 
lence, and the unhappy victim re- 
mained by the ſide of her ſeducer; 
who lay dead and weltering in his 
blood. n 
The wretched Sibylla furvived the 
diſcovery of her guilt only about 
_ thirty-ſix hours. She expired in ex 
treme agony, with every ſymptom 
of having precipitated. her own death, 
Thus 
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Thus cutting off all poſſibility of re- 
pentance, her body returned to the 
duſt, covered with diſhonour and 
contempt : and ſhe proved: by dire 
experience, ſtronger than all the rea- 
ſonings of inſidelity could confute, 
that after death was judgment. 
A few hours determined this af- 
flicted family to fly from the ſcene of 
horror. The diſconſolate parents re- 
tired to a ſecluded caſtle, where in 
ſolitude and unabated anguiſh, they 
ſpent the remaining days of their Fir 
grimage upon earth. | 
The aſpiring views of Crues were 

- blaſted by this ſevere and unexpected 

| ſtroke. He loathed the purſuits which 
his imagination had painted ſo defir- 
able. He took a tender farewel. of 
his companions in this bitter tribula- 
tion; and turning his back upon all 
ambitious views, he obtained leave to 
reſign his commiſſion, and putting 
oe 775 his 
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Huis private affairs into a proper ſitua- 
tion, he ſet his face towards Siberia; 
ſeeking refuge in the boſom of his 
friend Baron Roſen, and reſolving to 
lay out himſelf and his ſubſtance i in 


He purſued. his Jon with d 


ſtored to the arms of his friend. Eloi- 
ia and Rofen received him with all 
poſſible affection. He heard with 
grief that they had loſt in one year 
after his departure, the worthy Nare- 


ein and his amiable Fatima, and each 


on the remembrance of them drop- 
eee , - aol. . 
Crucius could not long conceal. 


; Go his friends the ſorrows he. had 
taſted. His countenance ftill bore the 
ud impreſſion of them. He ſoon gave 
them a full relation of all that had be- 
flullen him. | FT heard and pitied 
212 him, 


gence, and reſted not till he was re- 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 187 
him, pouring the healing balm of 
tender ſenſibility and Wannen into 
his afflicted heart. 5 

My dear Crucius, ſaid the Ba. 
ron, all is well. Vou will, I hope, 


find with us returning reſt to your 


wounded ſpirit, and engaging in 
our employments, feel a portion of 
our content. You will not here be 
harraſſed with the world's tormenting 
purſuits, nor diſappointed by its "m 
leſs friendſhips. * | 
It was the eve of the avid 
abbath when Crucius arrived. The 
next morning they walked together 
to the church. From his firſt ſettle- 
ment in that place, Roſen had con- 
ſtantly and ſeriouſly attended the or- 
dinances of the ſanctuary. And ſince 
Father Nicholas had been ſettled a- 
mong them, he heard him with ey 
lar „ *. 


— 
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.. 2d All his domeſtics followed him. 
Nothing but illneſs detained them. 
The Baron eſteemed it not merely 
decent to ſet ſuch an example to the 
village, or an act of duty to attend 
the church, he really delighted in the 
| ſervice;- The ordinances, of religion 
were never his burden, but his plea- 
ſure. In his own family, he main- 
tained daily worſhip ; and as his tem- 
per, was like his ſituation, patriarchal, 
he thought it no diſparagement of 
his dignity to be the prieſt of * 
own honſe. 


5115 x 93 %4 MY & 28 


g 4 HAP TER IX. 


"THE s VENERABLE | PARISH PRIEST, | 2 


S 2 1 245 


F £3: 


THEN th Arete; was 8 ; 
as they were returning to the 


| caſte Crucius, ſaid * how liked 
you 


a. 


| 8TBERIAN- ANECDOTES. 189 
you our good father Nicolas? Quite 
charmed, replied he. In my life, I 
never heard a diſcourſe ſo pathetic, 
ſo unaffectedly ſerious in the delivery, 
the matter ſo ſimply, ſo purely evan- 
gelical, and ſo practically enforced, 
This good man, ſaid the Baron, is 
one of my greateſt comforts, and my 
moſt uſeful helpers in the civilization, 
and improvement of this little terri- 
tory. Indeed I may call him, rather 
my director, than my aſſiſtant, as the 
reformation he hath:wrought in the 

manners of the people, is more ſtrik- 
-ing, than the change which induſtry 
and agriculture hath made on the face 


: of the country. 


When l firſt ſettled * you knew 
the paſtor of this congregation. He 
was too much a Ruſſian ; very igno- 
rant, ſomewhar given to drink; and 
though in the main a good natured 
man, yet obſtinately verſe to every 
new 
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new improvement, whether of the 
ſoil or the people, which he called 
innovation. I bore with him the beſt 
1 could, and ever treated him with 
Civility. His conduct however dif- 
agreeable to me, and oppoſite to my 
views, was not ſuch as would juſtify 
bis ejection from his cure: and as he 
was old and infirm, I waited till I 
could appoint a more uſeful labourer. 


I looked round on the moſt promiſing 


and ſerious of thoſe who were under 
my ſchool-maſter's inſtruction, and 
pfleaſed with the ſingular abilities, as 
well as ſtriking exemplarineſs of Ni- 
colas's conduct, I aſked him one day 
if he ſhould be happy to be in the 


church. He faid he ſhould eſteem. it 


his higheſt honour to be capable of 
the ſervice, and qualified for that beſt 
work. I reſolved therefore to give 
_— a little of my leine, having ſtill 
D 5 4 retained 
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retained. my knowledge of the Latin, 
anda little: of the Greek. T2 


His thirſt for improvement made 
the taſk very agreeable, and as he 
ſoon acquired a greater knowledge of 
the languages, than falls in general 
to the ſhare of a Ruſſian prieſt, he 
was on that head unexceptionable. 
But, I confeſs, my chief point was 
to have him thoroughly converſant - 
in the ſcriptures, which, during my 
captivity, I have read with greater 
delight than any other book, and con- 
tinue ſo to do. I did not wiſh him 
to conſult any ſyſtematical treatiſe, 
but to drink at the fountain head. 

He was, by education, of the Greek 
church, Ia Lutheran, I therefore ſtu- 
diouſly avoided all matters of doubt- 
ful diſputation, and wiſhed not to in- 
trade any of my ideas reſpecting 
church government, as not being ſatis- 
fied it was at all eſſential to ſalvation. 
| From 
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From what I had ſeen of the Ruſſian 
creed and catechiſm, the great eſſen- 
tials of religion appeared evidently in 
them; and as to forms and ceremo- 
| nies, Iwas fully perſuaded, that every 
church had a right to preſcribe its 
' . own, provided they. Were clear of 
idolatry. * 4% #35 BD | 10 f 
I therefore ee it my godly to 
conform to the eſtabliſned church. 
And wiſhed not to make converts to 
Luther, but to promote true religion 
under the forms I found eſtabliſhed. 
Nicolas after repeatedly reading over 
the ſacred records, and often when 
in doubt conſulting me, who indeed 
am but a poor expoſitor, ſoon roſe | 
my ſuperior. His mental faculties 
ſeemed enlarged and ſtrengthened, 
by his aſſiduous attention to the ſcrip- 
tures, and I ſoon perceived I ſhould 
find him, the father I wanted for the 
people. In one thing only, perhaps, 
0 he 
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he is indebted to me. As I feel the 
vaſt effect of pronunciation and elo- 
cution, I made him frequently read 
the beſt diſcourſes on religious ſub- 
jects; pointed out to him bad into- 
nations and impropriety of delivery, 
He repeated to me frequently, by me- 
. mory, parts of what he had read; 
and ſometimes I ſtarted a ſubje&, and 
wiſhed him to give me an immediate 
ſhort diſcourſe concerning it. This 
has given him a facility of ſpeaking, 
and of ſpeaking. with propriety, ſo 
that, as you ſee, he commands the at- 
tention of the people. W 

About two years ago, the old Ruſ. 
ſian died, and I recommended Nico- 
las to the Archbiſhop of Tobolſki, 
who ordained and placed him at my 
requeſt in this village: and it is amaz- 
ing the good he hath done. He was 
exemplary in his conduct for years 
paſt ; but ſince he hath engaged in 

VOL, 11, K this 
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this public ſervice, his diligence and 
zeal have been indefatigable. The 
gentleneſs of his manners, without 
the leaſt auſterity, makes him be- 
loved, and the ſharpneſs even of his re- 
bukes carry with them ſo evident a 
_ defire to reform, not to revile the 
ſubject of them, that even thoſe re- 
verence him who GY perſiſt 

in their vices. | 
| © You have heard him to "a and 

auch you will hear him every ſabbath. 

His diſcourſes are full of the great 
Author of our ſalvation. He is of 
Saint Paul's mind to know, in the 
emphatical ſenſe, nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified. He delights | 
to dwell upon the tranſcendent glory 
of his perſon and character, to pro- 
claim the ineſtimably precious bene- 
fits he hath procured, by his blood 
ſhedding for us, and to enforce the 


inimitable purity of that conduct, 
which 
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which muſt reſult from a ſenſibility _ 
of that love which paſſeth know- | 
ledge. | | 
As healways appears himſelf pene- 
trated with a deep ſenſe of the truths 
which he inculcates, they make im- 
preſſion on the hearers; and many of 
the grown perſons, even the aged, 
have by his means been exceedingly 
benefited z and the community hath 
received very ſignal advantage from 
a moſt .convincing change in their 
manners. The intemperate have been 
rendered ſober, the profane abhor 
the language of impiety, the idle are 
grown induſtrious, and many fami- 
lies owe, as they acknowledge, the 
greateſt encreaſe of their domeſtic 
felicity to his inſtructions. Prayer 
. * to, and praiſe of a Redeemer are now 
heard, where the ſound before would 
have appeared as a prodigy. 
E There 
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There are indeed ſome who con- 


tinue far from what he wiſhes them, 

but he labours, and hopes the favour- 

able ſeaſon will come when his in- 
ſtructions ſhall not be in vain. 


Lou will ſee in the evening in my 


hall a little ſpecimen of his care of 
the riſing generation. His own houſe 
was rather too ſmall, and on Sunday 


evenings I permit him to aſſemble 
there all the children of the village ; 
and as I teſtify my diſpleaſure againſt 


thoſe who are averſe, or negligent to 


ſend their children, for ſuch, I am 
ſorry to ſay, there yet are, he has a 


very conſiderable number of cate- 


chumens, to whom in the moſt fami- 
liar manner, and as he judges will 
ſuit their capacities, he explains the 
Ruſſian catechiſm ; endeavouring to 


inform their underſtandings with the 


principles of chriſtianity, and to in- 
force the power of it on their conſci- 
| ENCES 
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ences and their conduct. I am often 
a hearer and edified: and very fre- 
quently, I feel ſingular delight in the 
anſwers, as well as the countenances 
of the little ones around him. | 
He is the friend and advocate of 
the poor. What remains of his little 
pittance from the exigences of his fa- 
mily, it is his joy to employ for 
them; and as he has beſides a general 
commiſſion to draw on my poor's 
fund; the impotent, the ſick, the 
aged and afflicted never apply to 
him in vain. And as I wiſh to en- 
dear him to them, that his influence 
may be the greater, I take care their 
relief ſhall uſually flow to them 
through that channel. 

He is withal my companion al 
my friend. Indeed I am happy to 
put all the reſpe& I can upon him; 
and I receive from him ample repay- 
ment in his. edifying labours, his ſen- 

IE K 3 ſible 
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' fible and cheerful converfation; and 
his readineſs to concur with me, and 
promote whatever may be for the ge- 
neral benefit of our little community. 

You will I hope be ſoon more in- 
timately acquainted with him, and, if 
Tmiſtake not, the tender cares of our 
friendſhip will not conduce- more to 
the recovery of your inward peace of 
mind and felenjoyment, than his 


edifying converſe. 


CHAPTER X. 
THE BLESSINGS OF AFFLICTION. 


ROM that day Father Nicolas be- 
came the boſom friend of the 
afflicted Crucius. The gentleneſs of 
his ſpirit, the integrity of his heart, 
his genuine compaſſion, and the un- 
affected zeal he ſhewed, to fix his ſoul 

on 
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on the baſis of true contentment, and 
thankful ſubmiſſion to the righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop, every day inſenſibly di- 
miniſhed the ſorrows of his heart. 
He learnt from this gracious guide of 
the faithful, to ſubmit with patience 
to the ſeeming ſeverity of his deſtiny, 
and with humble confidence to ex- 
pect that the molt afflictive diſpenſa- 
tions ſhould in their iſſue prove eſſen- 
tially for his good. 

He reſoved henceforth not to che- 
riſh his mifery; but ſought by every 
innocent effort to 'ſhake off the cha- 
grin that oppreſſed him. When re- 
collection preſented recent tranſac- 
tions, he endeavoured to direct his 
reflections towards his own miſcon- 
duct, and the vanity of his former 
purſuits. What had determined his 
choice of Sibylla was the pride of life 
and elevated connections. How much 
bitterer muſt have been his anguiſh 


„ had 


| : 
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had ſuch a cataſtrophe torn from him 
the real partner of his heart. | 


His bitter diſappointments had now 


turned his mind to better and nobler 
objects, and he hoped under his pre- 
ſent diſpenſation to prove a more uſe- 
ful citizen of the world, than in the 


vain circle which his ambition had 
planned out to him, as fo defirable 


a portion. He felt remorſe for his 
_ inattention to the cautious preſerva- 


tion of a truſt committed to him. Si- 
bylla before marriage had been guard- 


ed from every ſnare, by the careful 
reſtraints of a rigid mother. The 


exceſs ſhe betrayed foon after. their 
nuptials, with reſpect to gaming, ſhould 


have alarmed his watchfulneſs; nor 
| ſhould he have expoſed her to the 


danger of temptation. He had placed 
confidence unduly in a man of Count 
Kanifer's principles ; when he made 
no objections to their frequent tete a 
* 1 
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tetes. He recollected with horror 
the diabolical lecture which the Count 
had given him, and marvelled, too 
late, at his own indiſcretion in promot- 
ing ſuch an intimacy. Thus he learnt 
to. condemn his own miſconduct, and 
though he could not extenuate the 
crimes of Sibylla, he felt pity take 
place of the keenneſs of his reſent- 
ments. 

It afforded him pleaſure to obſerve 
the great ſtate of improvement in the 
face of the. country, that had taken 
place during his abſence; and his 
efforts to render himſelf uſefub under 
the auſpices of Baron Roſen, helped 
to beguile him of his miſery. He ac- 
quainted his noble friend with his de- 
termination to lay out himſelf, and 
his ſubſtance, in enlarging the plan of 
civilization which he had begun. They , 
deliberated how they ſhould render 

it moſt extenſive, and the reſult was, 


K 5 that. 
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that Crucius ſhould go to Moſcow to 
obtain the Czar's protection and ap- 
probation and to engage artificers, me- 
chanics and huſbandmen, to migrate 
thither for the further improvement of 
that uncultivated, but fruitful land. 


THE. - 


HISTORY OF CRUCIUS. 


3 


PART II. 
. CHAPTER I. 


uE JOVRNEF. 


FTER a while reſtored to reſt 
and peace in that pleaſing ſo- 

ciety, Crucius made preparations for 
his intended journey. He arrived at 
Moſcow, and met a gracious recep- 
| tion from the Czar, At his deſire, he 
communicated 
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communicated the promiſing appear- 
ances of the riſing colony under the 
Baron Roſen. All his requeſts were 
granted, and authority given him to- 
occupy as much territory as he could 
cultivate, with aſſurances of every en- 
couragement the Czar could give to 
facilitate ſo uſeful an attempt. 

With ſome difficulty, Crucius en- 
gaged the various perſons he wanted,. 
and when he had accompliſhed this 

| buſineſs to his ſatisfaction, during the 
time the emigrants were preparing. 
for their departure, he went to Pe- 

terſburgh, reſolving to take with him 
into Siberia the ſon of Calſha, if ſhe 
made no objection to ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion of him. 

He found her in the convent, where 
he had procured her admiſſion. She 
was much eſteemed as a lay ſiſter, 
and had deliberated upon taking the 
veil; but the 8 of rendering 


any 


% 
* / 0 
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any future ſervices in life to her child, 
determined her againſt that choice. 
She confented with readineſs to give 
him up to the immediate care of his 
generous benefactor: FR 
Calſha wore a face of ſerenity and 
contentment, that evidenced ſhe was 
happy in her ſituation. Are all with- 
in theſe walls, ſaid Crucius, one day 
in converſation, as ſatisfied with their 
deſignation, as you appear to be? 
My cafe, replied Calfha, is peculiar: 
I know but one here under ſimilar 
circumſtances with myſelf. I with I 
could ſay the was as eaſy as Lam 
bat her anguiſh {till conſumes her. 
My own miſcondu& had rendered 
me infamous, and deprived me of my 
natural connections. I was helpleſs 
and hopeleſs in an inhoſpitable world, 
bhbere I met ſociety that neither de- 
ſpiſed, nor ſeduced me. I have formed 
tome tender 8 with my ſu- 


periors, 
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periors, to which my rank in life did 
not intitle me; and I have met keener 
miſery in boſoms never polluted with 
_ crimes like my own. "Theſe, walls 
are indeed chiefly the receptacle of 
the miſerable and the diſcontented, a 
few excepted, whole early education 
in a religious life exempted them from 
| feeling the ſorrows, or ſeeking the- 
pleaſures of the world. "Theſe are- 
bigotted to their vocation ; and the 
hiſtories they meet with, make them 
; rejoice that they were never expoſed 
to the ſame wretchedneſs, which they 
imagine all out of their line inevitably 
Mare. 

Thoſe who have drank of the bitter 
cup of anguiſh, have a peculiar diſ- 
poſition to liſten to the_miſeries of 
others. Cruciug expreſſed his deſire 
to hear ſome of theſe hiſtories, as far 
as they might be communicated with- 
out breach of confidence, and as ſhe ' 

13 g . could 


SIBERIAN ANECD orES. 


200 

could relate the circumſtances, witk- 

out the real names of the perſons, ſhe 

made no ſcruple to gy his curio- 
. 


1 


CHAPTER II. 
Anecdotes of a Convent. 
CLARA. 


Pm ſs I ad: ſaid 

Calſha, as under ſimilar diſgrace - 
with myſelf, is ſiſter Clara. She took 
the veil ſoon after my admiflion into 
this convent. * Her father was in a 
low and obſcure ſtation of life, a na- 
tive of Poland. He exerciſed his call- 
ing in Peterſburgh, having travelled _ 
thither in the ſuite of the embaſſador. 
He married a native of Ruſſia, and 
obtaining his diſmiſſion, he procured 


2 
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by his induſtry a comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence. Clara was his only child. He 
gave her, like my own, an education 
ſuperior to her rank. Her mother 
died when ſhe was very young, They 
lived upon a contracted ſcale, and by 
ſome fortunate turn in his affairs, it 
was reported, he had accumulated 
ten thouſand rubles. However there 
appeared no ſigns of affluence in their 
family, they lived unnoticed and un- 
known by any, but the moſt inferior 
of the people. 

Clara had, like myſelf, a voice FEY 
diſtinguiſhed her, apd this led to her- 
diſgrace. It was not indeed exerciſed 
in circles that aſſembled at her houſe: 
the only opportunity ſhe had of ſhew- 
ing it, was in the public ſervice at 
the great church. The uncommon. 
| ſtrength and compaſs of her voice at- 
trated general attention. Every eye 
was turned to examine from whence 


ſo 
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fo delightful a ſound proceeded. Fa- 
ther Petrowitz, a critic in the ſcience 
of muſic, lamented that ſo fine a 
voice, ſhould be deſtitute of proper 
_.. modulation, and obſerving the mean- 


neſs of the appearance of the young 


woman, he thought he, might without 
offence offer his inſtructions, to ren- 
der this natural accompliſhment ſtill 
more harmonious. He appointed her 
to attend at ſeaſons of rehearſal, and 
Clara received his commands with re- 
ſpect and thankfulneſs. 
Father Petrowitz ſoon became ena- 
moured with his pupil, Her figure 
under conimon advantages was rather 
ſuperior. His own lady was. in a de- 
clining ſtate of health. He had learn- 
ed the expectations of Clara, and 
though a ſecond marriage would de- 
prive him of his holy office, he was 
advancing to an age that coveted eaſe 


and retirement, An agreeable figure, 
and 


— 
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and a good fortune, compenſated for 
her other diſadvantages, and her years 
admitted of improvement in. the 
graces. He made her preſents of ap- 
parel proper to appear in his family, 
and introduced her at his table to 
perſons of rank. He ſtudiouſly en- 


deavoured to procure her attention, 


and reſpe& from thoſe who knew no- 


thing more of her, than meeting her 
under his ſanction. And when the 
circle was larger than uſual, he would 
take an opportunity, in an eaſy man» 
ner of mentioning the Baron her fa- 
ther, in order to convey ideas of her 
conſequence to his friends, prepara- 
tory to his union with her. But, alas! 
the apparent decay of his lady did 
not prove mortal as was expected. 
His proſpe&s of liberty became dif- 
tant, and his ardour continued un- 
abated. - He now adepted the liberal 
ſentiments of poligamy, and his fair 


| pupil 
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pupil was a ready convert to an opi- 
nion that favoured her wiſhes. For 
under the former hopes of marriage, 
which he had folemnly promiſed her, 
he had irreſiſtibly riveted her affec- 
tions to him. 
It was true, the Greek church did 
not admit of ſuch practices, but then 
Father Petrowitz was the confeſſor 
of Clara, and he was bound by his 
function to ſecrecy. There was no 
occaſion for her to conſult her own 
father in a matter that reſpected only 
her conſcience. The chief point was 
to manage the connection with cir- 
cumſpection, and keep it from the 
eye of impertinent curioſitʒ. 
Clara wrote a beautiful hand; he 
employed her to copy his manu- 
ſcripts. Buſineſs afforded a pretence 
for the frequency of his viſits, and 
the tine cloaths ſhe wore, were ſup- 
RR | 8 poſed 


rn 
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poſed to be the rewards of her dili- \ 


gence. 
Death ſoon removed the Cade of 
Clara, and after due ſolemnities upon 
that occaſion, rapture and unreſtrain- 
ed enjoyment were to have been the 
happy portion of the lovers. But lo! 
the old man died inſolvent. He had 
even embezzled ſome part of that 
trifling fortune, which ſhe ought to 

have inherited from her mother. 
Prudence, now more powerful than 
paſſion, in Father Petrowitz, pleaded 
againſt the impropriety of this for- 
bidden connection. By ſervitude Clara 
was exhorted to earn a maintenance, 
and by repentance to expunge the 
errors into which ſhe had fallen. 
Conſcience, another word for conve- 
nience, with-holding Petrowitz from 
ſhewing her any farther kindneſs. 
Heart broken by his perfidy, ſhe re- 
tired with her pittance to this con- 
vent, 
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vent. Vonder you may ſee her through 
the grate, kneeling at the altar, and 


bathing the marble with her tears. 


But ſhe hath often told me that they 


flow from unmortified affections, and 


deſire after the ſeducer of her inno- 
cence, not from real penitence for 
her crimes. Though ſhe abhors the 
 baſeneſs of his conduct to her, yet 
ſhe {till loves him, with a tormenting 
and unremitting affection, and only 
expects to end her preſent miſery 
with her life. | 

Crucius felt the meltings of com- 
50 towards the unhappy Clara, 
and his heart glowed with indignation 


at the hypocriſy and meanneſs of 


Petrowitz. 


* 
of 
a 
- 


SOBRINA., 


HE deſired Calſha would give him 


n accounts, which ſne had men- 
tioned 
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toned: of the miſerable, though un- 

ſullied with crimes. There are, ſaid 
| ſhe, fictitious as well as real evils in 
life, and to be truly wretched, it'is 


not neceſſary that we ſhould have 


been actually unfortunate. Sobrina 
is a ſtrong inſtance in point. At the 
age of fifteen, ſhe was deemed rather 


handſome. 'The ſmall pox then made 


ſome devaſtation of her beauty. It 
left her features-enlarged, and parti- 


cularly injured her eye-brows and 


eye-laſhes, which before had been 


exceedingly admired. But ſhe ſtill | 


remained agreeable, and no one but 


| herſelf conſidered it as a misfortune. | 


Yet ſuch it really proved to her, for 


ſhe could never afterwards be per- 


ſuaded to make any appearance in 
public. It ſowered her temper, ſhe 
became uncomfortable at home, and 
nothing would fatisfy her, but taking 


the veil. It is now more than forty 


years 
7 


N 
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years, that all her devotions have 
been offered at the ſhrine of her own 
beauty. She adverts perpetually to 


the ſource of her afflictions, and {till 


feels as poignantly the injury ſhe re- 
"ceived, as if it had happened but 
; yeſterday. 
_ - - Shecarries juſtly, ſaid Crucius, her 
puniſhment in her crime.. Had ſhe 
remained in the world, ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of unmortified vanity would pro- 
bably i. have abs Mt mn into actual 
evils. | 

There are many, continued Calſha, 


who, educated in a high ſtile, and 


ſharing, during the life of their fa- 
thers, the magnificence belonging to 
a large eſtate, at their death are re- 
duced to their proportion of the pro- 
viſion made for younger children. 
Perhaps that may be ſufficient for the 
comforts of life, but far inferior to 
the wants they have acquired by ha- 

EI | f bit, 


— 
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bit, They cannot bend their minds 
to ſubmit to their circumſtances, and 
therefore take refuge in this place, 


where bringing with them all their 
former inclinations, they linger out 
their lives in pining diſcontent. _ 

There are ſome who have been 


wounded in their affections, and by 


diſappointments recipitated into ſe- 
cluſion, ſeeking a repoſe that flies 
from them, and the abſence of variety 
of ſcene, leaves their minds but more 


intenſely fixed upon the miſery that 


conſumes them. 


ROSALIA. 


THE amiable Roſalia, at the age 


of ſeventeen, was ſacrificed on the 


altar of parental ambition. Be aſto- 

niſhed humanity! Shudder ſenſibility 

at the horrible tranſaction! 
Behold 


216 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 


Behold the beauteous girl glowing 
with the bluſh of virgin modeſty, 
amidſt crowds of ſurrounding admi- 
rers. None ſunk beneath her frown; 
none could boaſt of her peculiar ſmile. 
Benignly ſhe gazed on adoring mul- 
titudes ; ſhe ſought not conqueſts, 
nor gloried in adulation. - 

Her form was erect as the tower- 
ing cedar—her manners mild and 
graceful—her complexion brilliant, 
the roſe and lily vying with each 
other in their ſtrongeſt tints—her 
ruby lips encloſed her ivory teeth— 
her lovely large blue eyes were ſur- 
mounted with arched eye-brows—her 

- noſe rather aquiline gave a ſtamp. of 
ſtrong ſenſe to the dove. like mildneſs - 
of her countenance—her flaxen hair 

flowed in artleſs ringlets. Her heart 
was formed with the tendereſt ſenſi - 
bility, but unattached as yet to any 


creature. The ſtrongeſt emotions ſhe 
- had 


. } 


* 
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had ever felt were aſpirations after 
eternal felicity, and her earneſt and 
conſtant purſuit, in a diligent ſtudy 
of the holy ſcriptures, was clearer 
evidence of things not ſeen. 
Roſalia trained up in the ſchool of 
implicit obedience, mildly ſubmitted 
to the commands of parental authority. 
Trembling ſhe was led to the altar, 
and her fate united to the aged and - 
amorous Alphonſo. Seventy years 
had not furrowed his temples ; his 
complexion was {till freſh and bloom- 
ing. His countenance was vacant, a 
faithful index of the weakneſs of his 
capacity. His ſtature low, and his 
ſhape protuberant. His temper warm 
and imperious. Corrupt in his incli- 
nations, and profane in his converſa- 
tion. Yet Alphonſo poſſeſſed an ir- 
reſiſtible attraction in the opinion of 
Roſalia's parents. He was immenſely 
rich, and his fortune intirely in his 


V OL, 11, L own 
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own diſpoſition. To that noble con- 
ſideration they ſacrificed cropped un» 
| happy daughter... 
I be tender frame of Roſalia fank 
7 under the awful ſurrender which ſhe 
was making. She fainted at the altar, 
and was carried ſenfeleſs to her a- 
_ partment. It-was many hours before 
the ſhewed any appearance of return- 
ing life. The phyſician who was 
called in declared his eee 
| of her danger. 2 
Ihe amorous W was over 
rer with affliction; and the 
mercenary parents began that mu- 
tual upbraiding of each other, which 
imbittered the n of their 
thays.” I 466 
A ſtupor ſucteeded "I pa niches, 
/@bich ſeemed to endanger her ſenſes. 
Many efforts were made for her re- 
lief, but it was long before they _ 
© ceived any ſymptoms of recovery. 


Time 
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Time at length in ſome meaſure 
reſtored her ; though ſhe never re. 
gained her former appearance. Her 
countenance was impreſſed with the 
_ deepeſt melancholy, not moroſe, but 
reſigned to the ſeverity of her lot. 

As foon as Roſalia was able to be 


moved, ſhe was carried by Alphonſo _ 


to one of his caſtles in a retired part 
of the province of Ingria. In this 
ſecluſion he hoped to attach the af- 
fections of his melancholy bride. But 
alas! Alphonſo was a ſtranger to all 
refinement of ideas, a man of no ſen- 
timent or intellectual accompliſh- 
ments, and not a temper or diſpo- 
ſition of his mind in uniſon with hers. 
The only tranfient refpite Roſalia 
knew from the miſery that oppreſſed 
her mind, was in the ſociety of a fer 
adjacent families who viſited at the 
caſtle. Every hour of her life being 
ie devoted to Alphonſo, Who 
1 L 2 perpetually 
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perpetually added to the melancholy 
he ſought to remove, by the bondogls 
of his careſles. 
+ Roſalia was deeply conſcious of the 
duties ſhe owed to her huſband. She 
looked -up to heaven for grace and 
ſtrength in her adverſity ; and the 
mioſt rigid obſerver could diſcern no- 
thing defective in her conduct to- 
wards him. But a plaintive melan- 
choly overſpread her countenance, 
| and a ſmile ſcarce ever for a moment 
was perceived to gladden her features. 
Every one who viſited at the caſtle 
noticed and lamented the dejection 
of Roſalia. Lhey mourned her un- 
ſuitable union, and wondered at the 
hard hearts of her parents, who had 
made ſuch a ſacrifice of her happi- 
| | ED | 
None felt with . ſenGbiliry: 
for Roſalia, than the generous Phy- ? 


lander. He was young and lively, 
delighted 


$1B E RIANA NECDOTES. 221 


delighted in by all who knew him, 
his talents were natural and peculiar. 


When his untaught fingers rambled 
over the keys of an inſtrument, he 
produced moſt inchanting harmony, 


and when he raiſed his voice he ſur- 


priſed every ear, and touched every 
heart with its melody and execution. 


Phylander had extraordinary powers 


of imitation. He could aſſume the 
voice, the manner, and almoſt the 
figure of any perſon with whom he 
was acquainted. But he never indul- 


ged his humour to the pain of others. 


His temper was as benign, as his wit 
was ſterling. Even Roſalia ſeemed 
amuſed by his uncommon ſallies; and 
he delighted in attempting, if but for 
a moment, to charm away the mi- 
ſery that conſumed her. 
At every proper opportunity, he 
directed his diſcourſe to ſpiritual and 
eternal objects. Phylander had a 
| B64 mind 
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mind penetrated with divine truth, 
and he {ought to eſtabliſh Roſalia in 
the faith of the goſpel. He knew 
nothing ſhort of that could make her 
fatisfied under her afflictive diſpenſa- 
tion; or ſecure her from the ſnares to 
which her unſuitable. union W e 
her. ; 28 
- Rofalia had with reverence 
ately: ſentence that dropt from the 
lips of Phylander: but to the profane 
Alphonſo ſuch leſſons were as pearls 
caſt before ſwine. His ſpirit was in- 
flamed with wrath, and his enraged 
tountenance bore a faithful ——_— 

to the malignity of his heart. 

Alphonſo, who had been liberal in 
His purchaſe of illicit pleaſures, vainly 


5 attributed to his own perſonal merit 


the affected rapture that avarice ex- 
cited. Mortified and diſappointed 
above meaſure in Roſalia, he was 
conſtrained to knowledge that age 
„itt E 4 could 
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could poſſeſs no powerful attraction 
to youth. The union was unnatural, 
and he in vain lamented, that he had 
deſtroyed the health and comfort of 
Rofalia, without procuring any gra- 
tification to himſelf, Nor could he, 
notwithſtanding her extreme circum- 
ſpection of conduct, reſiſt the in- 
venomed ſting of jealouſy. His life 
was conſumed in ill humour and diſ- 
content, and a few years carried down 
his grey hairs with anguiſh to the 
grave. 0 
Roſalia was unfeignedly affected at 
the diſſolution of Alphonſo. She look- 
ed beyond the grave, and nothing 
| ſhe had ever ſeen in him encouraged 

her hope, that he. was prepared for 
ſuch an awful change. She paſſed 
the time of her mourning in perfect 
retirement at a ſmall villa. Her friends 
rejoiced in her reſtitution to liberty. 


— 
- 
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But her heart remained a ſtranger to 
all joy. 
A year after her mourning was 
expired, ſhe entered on her proba- 
tion, and took the vail, juſt as I was 
admitted into this convent. In a few 
months ſhe was removed by a putrid 
fever, and entered her eternal reſt in 
the twenty- fourth year of her age. 
Some time after her death, her 
gold ſnuff box was found wrapt up in 
a paper directed to Phylander, con- 
| _ taining the following lines. 
With contrition I deſire to confeſs 
that diſappointment, not a peculiar 
' vocation, immured me within theſe 
walls. I knew and reverenced Phy- 
lander, when duty forbid his having 
any nearer place in my heart. Re- 
ſtored to liberty, I fully expected his 
generous pity would be exchanged 
for a more tender declaration. I was 
miſtaken : to his n I offer 
this 
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_ dying teſtimony of my regard, rever- 
ing him-in bonds that muſt eee 

unite me to him. 

Our compaſſionate Lady Abbeſs 
cauſed the ſnuff-box to be delivered 
to Phylander, as the dying legacy of 
Roſalia, ſuppreſſing the confeſſion 
ſhe had made, leaſt it ſhould grieve 
him. 

His tender ſenſibility needed all 
her caution. Pale and trembling, he 
preſſed the precious relick to his lips, 
and with a faultering accent, the tears 
trickling down his manly cheeks, he 
exclaimed, Sweet excellence haſt thou. 
entered thy eternal reſt, and ſhall I 
meet thee in that better world, where 
they neither marry or are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels of 
Gop! Pity kindled in my boſom a 
ſtill tenderer flame hidden from me, 
till thy liberty bid me aſpire to call 
thee mine, When the falſe reaſon- 


L 5 | ings 
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ings of pretended friends ſealed. up 
my lips, till thy devotion of thyſelf - 


rivetted my deſpair, and forbid ſweet 
hope ever again to beam upon me. 

Calſha dropped a tear over the fate 

of Phylander, and a ſympathetic thrill 


of compaſſion glowed- : in the boſom 
of Crucius, 5 


ELISABETH, © 


— 


IHE lively, animated and lovely 


Ehzabeth, about three years ago, met 
4 diſappointment in love, which 
ſhocked her fo terribly that her 
friends - were apprehenſive for her 


reaſon. When ſhe began to recover 


nothing would fatisfy her but abſo- 


lute retirement. Againſt all remon- 
ſtrances of her friends, hither ſhe 


me. She indulged and nouriſhed 


her anguiſh; cheriſhed the remem- 


brance 
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brance of her perſidious lover; and 
at the end of a year inſiſted upon 
taking the vail. She was profeſſed 
_ the time I entered. 
I felt an inward horror at ſeeing 
fo young a creature precipitate her- 
ſelf into perpetual impriſonment, 
which now the feels with bitterneſs. 
Time, abſence, and great natural vi- 
vacity have overcome all ſenſibility 
upon that ſubject. She can mention 
the perfidious lover with perfect in- 
difference. But ſhe hath bewailed 
to me, the diſcontent that inwardly - 
preys upon her, and confeſſes, that 
ſhe often ſpends her retirement in 
tears, ſighing after the pleaſures 
which ſhe ſo obſtinately renounced. 
In the mid{t of holy exerciſes, in 
which, by her function, ſhe is ob- 
liged” to be employed, her mind is 
diſtra&ed with reflections on- ſcenes 
of ne of Which her heart in vain 
Hd covets 
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covets'to partake.- She laments with 
deep. compunction the hypocriſy in 
which ſhe is obliged to continue, and 
when the other day, Selima delibe- 
rated about taking the vail, ſne urged 
her by the moſt perſuaſive eloquence 
to decline it. Though Selima hath a 
mind ſtrongly impreſſed with a ſeri- 
ous ſenſe of the importance of reli- 
gion, and her diſappointment hath 
turned her heart to the true repoſe. 
Beware, {aid ſhe, of vows, which 
in their iſſue, may prove impious, as 
I feel daily by awful experience; and 
I Q often marvel that vengeance doth 
not mingle my blood with my pol 
luted ſacrifices. Vou are yet in the 
prime of your life, at leaſt take ſome 
time for reflection. 
Crucius admired. the generous « con- 
feflion of Elizabeth, and his curioſity. 
was epgaged. to hear the particulars 
of Selima's diſappointment. 


 SELIMA; 
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visto n sELIMA. 

HER lot is very peculiar, ſaid 
Calſha, ſhe hath ſuffered for many 
years paſt from an attachment, ſhe 
formed when ſhe was about ſixteen. 
The object of her affections ſhe aſ- 
ſures me, was without partiality in 
every reſpect, worthy of her choice, 
and though he hath rendered her ſo 
long miſerable, - «ſhe always excul- 
pates him from deſigning her any 
injury. | 
Sbe never would 8 me of 

his name, but hath told me, that he 
was one of thoſe unfortunate young 
officers, that were taken priſoners, 
at the famous battle of Pultowa; 
and before they were ſent into Si- 
beria, he was cantoned in the town, 
where her father reſided, and with 
his companions ſhared in his polite 
bh, notice; 
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notice; he wiſhed as much as poſſible 
_ > to ſoften the rigour of their deſtiny. 
This young officer viſited fre- 
gquently in her family, and on ſome 
public occaſion, ſeemed to pay her 
particular attention. The general 
report was, that Selima had added 
ſilken fetters to the captive Swede. 
Her own family bantered her upon 
that ſubject, and ſhe. was always 
pleaſed and flattered with the idea. 
He was very galant, moſt obſe- 
quiouſly attentive, and in diſguiſe 
uſed to ſerenade under her windows 
in the night. He never made any 
_ expreſs declarations, though a ſtrong 
indication of preferance, ran thro? 
the whole of his conduct. Her ſer- 
vant whiſpered in her ear, — the re- 
ports ſhe received from his, valet, 
that his maſter was deeply enamour- 
«dl with hens: but his ot” deter- 
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mined his ſilence upon that n 
for the preſent. 
The evening before his 3 
he had danced with Selima at a ball. 
He was penſive and filent; ſhe per- 
ceived him frequently ſuppreſſing a 
riſing ſigh, and when his eyes met 
hers, he dropt them ſuddenly with 
an air of dejection. She flattered 
herſelf, ſhe was not ignorant of the 
cauſe of his chagrin. The moment 
for her departure from the ball ar- 
rived. She was ſummoned to fol- 
low her mother to their carriage 
An involuntary tear ſtarted and 
ſtole down her glowing cheek. He 
handed her out with emotion, and 
as they followed in ſilence, the Ba- 
ron and his lady, he gently guided 
her trembling hand, and nn it to 
his palpitating heart. 
Selima had no power to reſiſt He 
drew the glove from off her arm, and 
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haſtily: preſſing it to his lips, lipped 
it into his pocket. He bowed in 


ſilence at the. coach door, and the 
glare of the flambeaux diſcovered to 
her father the emotion of his counte- 
nance. He laughed, and told Selima, 
ſhe had certainly made a conqueſt of 
the Swede. But when he perceived her 
dejection at the ſeparation; he, with 
a look of dil) pleaſure, deſired to ſee no 
more of it. ny 
She expected all that t 1 
| BR next day, ſome billet from him 
would be conyeyed toher. She made 
enquiry. He was gone and gone for 
ever. After the peace her expecta- 
tions revived, but alas! ſhe heard no 
tidings from the object of her affec- 
tions. Wearied with repeated offers, 
which no authority could induce her 
to accept, whilſt her heart was oc- 
cupied by another, ſhe obtained by 


inceſſant intreatics, leave to retire | 
| hither 


SIBERIAN” "ANECDOTES: 233 


| hither,” The poignancy of her grief 
is much abated; and ſhe hath a real 
favour . for holy exerciſes, but ſhe 
acknowledges her heart is ſtill attach- 
ed to her firſt and only love, and her 
fervent and continual prayers are of- 
fered up for the ſalvation of his ſoul. 
Crucius could refrain himſelf no 
longer. I am that wretch, ſaid he, 
unworthy of her notice or regard. 
The ſcene of handing her to the 
coach hath brought back to my re- 
membrance, what, aſtoniſhing to 
think! had ſo long eſcaped my re- 
collection. Heaven is witneſs to the 
ſincerity and ardour of my feelings 
in that parting hour, and the many 
painful days the ſeparation coſt me. 
But abſence, uncertainty, and the 
purſuits that preſented themſelves at 
the reſtoration of liberty, effaced her 
image from my mind. What courſe 
can ] take to recover her eſteem, and 
5 end 
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end my life in devoting it to her 


happineſs? How have I merited the 
ſeeming ſeverity of my. lot, by my 
guilty neglect of this en n 


unde | 


After ſome deliberation he 8 
Calſha to take no notice of the diſ- 
covery, which he had made to her, 


as he determined his firſt ſtep ſhould 


be to haſten to Caſan, and ſolicit 
the conſent of the Baron Mouſchin 
and his A | : 
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E RR ATA in VOL. I. 
Page 17 Line 12 Herd, for, Hord 


19 Demetrino, for, Demetrius, 


3 you, for, your 
1 wins, Ws to which . 


blot out 
repeatedly Dalgoraki; for, Dolgoruki 
21 ſieze, for, ſeize 
18 repeatedly Rama, for, Kama 
11 ſecret, for, ſecrete 
22 after, narrowing, add, it into a circle 
Ti th, Aſignation, for, Aſſiguation 
11 or, for, on 
14 add, his, befare, head 
3 Caraven, Pro Caravan 
15 add, the e, Gnard 


21 aong, for, along 


10 Hankercheif, 2 Handkerchief 


11 ſuit, for, ſuite 
I 5 retrive 7 retrieve 
then, for „there 


21 repaſs, for, repaſt 
2 add, a, bifore, ſoldier's 


ERRATA in VOL. II. 
Line 6 bh out, it, after, read 


7 caldrons, ory cauldrons 
23 courſe, for, coarſe 
10 ner, for, her 

2 idea, for, ideas 

4 ſowered, for, ſoured 

7 alway, or, always 
12 reſoved, for, reſolved 

17 prefarence, for, preference 


ERRATA in VOL. III. 
Line 14 veil, for, vail, and throughore 


24, overcame, 15 overcome 


22 ſing, for, riſing 
5 terms, for, extremes 


2 Ge for, entitled 
5 ocnflicted „ for, conflicted 
9 reſerve, for, reſcue 
* loath, for, loth 

* and, before Walking 
13 blat out, for b 


